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CRITTER CHATTER
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YOU ARE A HERO! 
The SPCA of Wake County is a local, 
non-profit organization that depends 
on donations to support our work.
 
We do not receive government funding 
or tax dollars – nor do we receive fund-
ing from the ASPCA in New York. Please 
give today!
 
A 501c(3) nonprofit organization 
Tax ID # 56-0891732

Save a Life. Donate Now.

As 2018 comes to a close, I am filled with hope for the future: 
the future of philanthropy as well as the future for pets and 
people in our community.  

It’s the people who believe in a better community – and a better 
world – who drive progress forward by investing their time, talents 
and treasure. The dynamic young woman pictured with me (on the 
facing page) is one of these individuals and one of the SPCA’s cur-
rent – and future – philanthropists.   
Meet Christina Williams. At just 16-years-old, Christina was 
recently named Outstanding Young Philanthropist, a prestigious 
award given by the Triangle Chapter of the Association of Fundrais-
ing Professionals (AFP).    
I am proud to say that Christina won this award through her work 
in support of the SPCA of Wake County’s mission. Christina has 
logged well over 1,000 hours helping the animals at the SPCA. In 
addition, she is a community advocate and educator. She has helped 
the SPCA create a PSA on disaster preparedness for pets and she 
has canvased her neighborhood in support of the SPCA’s AniMeals 
Program that supplies homebound senior pet owners with pet food. 

Above: President and CEO Kim Janzen with 1-year-old Graham. This 
friendly cat is benefitting from the SPCA’s innovative feline adoption 
programs that offer second chances to cats who test positive for 
Feline Leukemia (FeLV) or Feline Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV).

continued next page
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As a true philanthropist, Christina engages the hearts and minds 
of people around her.  
In fact, you might recognize a bit of yourself in Christina. When 
I asked what motivates her and drives her work, her response was 
simple: Her love for children and pets.   
Christina gives back so that children and pets – and by extension, 
our community and world can be better. Her reason is powerful. 
 
And that makes me curious – what’s your reason? Your reason for 
doing good and for giving back. Your reason that lives in your 
heart and soul and mind. Will you do me a favor?   
Take a moment this busy holiday season to remember YOUR 
reason, to appreciate those you love, and know that you make a 
difference in the lives of people who need us, the pets they love, 
and our entire community.  
From my heart, thank you for making this work possible.

President’s Message

Above: Outstanding Young Philanthropist 
Christina Williams poses with Kim 
“outstanding young-at-heart philanthropist” 
Janzen at the AFP Awards Ceremony in 
November.

Heart-Warming Reasons to Smile Right Now!
Last year, in an effort to make room in Puerto Rico shelters for pets separated 
from their families during Hurricane Maria, more than 100 pets (already in 
shelters before the storm) were flown to North Carolina. Hector was one of 39 
dogs that were transferred to the SPCA.

While Hector was with the SPCA, he received important vaccinations, 
heartworm prevention, and a dewormer for intestinal parasites in addition to 
being neutered and microchipped. The best part is that he was adopted just 
15 days after arriving in North Carolina.

NEW! Our team just got an update from Hector’s new family and it appears he 
is quite happy with his new life, and especially enjoys Sunday afternoon naps 
with his new human brother!

Psss... Have you Seen this?  
Check out the SPCA’s NEW  
“Give Back The Love” video! 

www.youtube.com/spcawake

1.

2.

3.

1.

3.

2.

continued from page 2

Kim Janzen 
President and CEO
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Bailey works on his 
adorable head tilt while 
visitors look through his 
window.
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Imagine hearing the words “you 
have a brain tumor.” That’s the 
news Lori faced just a few months 
ago. Her condition required 

surgery. Soon. She was set for brain 
surgery the day after Mother’s Day. In 
the midst of preparing for doctors to 
operate on her brain, her dog Bailey was 
one of her top concerns. 

“Bailey would get so excited when 
I came home,” Lori told the SPCA of 
Wake County. “He would sit [in the 
same place] when I left. He would be 
there looking down the road for me 
when I returned.”

Lori knew her recovery would be 
challenging and last for more than a 
year. She reached out to the SPCA, 
where she adopted Bailey three years 
earlier. She was days away from surgery 
and desperate to find a new home for 
her special boy.

“I was sure that the SPCA would help 

another family enjoy this sweet creature 
in their new home,” Lori added. Bailey 
arrived at the SPCA with a bag full of 
his favorite things and detailed notes 
Lori wrote up for staff and ultimately 
his new family.

She shared that Bailey became 
anxious during thunderstorms. Staff 
would quickly grab his ThunderShirt 
when storms approached and made sure 
he felt safe.

Bailey was adopted after just 18 days 
at the SPCA. He now shares a home 
with two young girls, ages 12 and 
14. His new family says he is “spoiled 
rotten” and gives him extra attention 
and his special shirt during storms.

When we shared the news with Lori, 
she was overjoyed.

“My prayers have been answered to 
know he is in good hands. Thank you 
for helping Bailey have a blessed life and 
for me to recover!”

My prayers have been 
answered to know 
he is in good hands. 
Thank you for helping 
Bailey to have a 
blessed life and for 
me to recover! —Lori

This sign outside Bailey’s 
room ensured SPCA staff 
put on his ThunderShirt if  
a storm was on its way.
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Elizabeth, an 
SPCA Adoption 
Specialist 
brushes 
Seraphina. 

Life Pulled  
Them Apart

Seraphina and Samuel wait patiently for a new family.

A home together 
is the goal.

Your support kept them together

Samuel and Seraphina were loved and 
cared for. They were used to sitting 
in laps and being brushed. Their 
owner had three separate strokes, but 

through it all, she only wanted to spend time 
with her beloved cats. Her daughter writes, 
“While in the hospital and rehab, we would 

check her out to go home to see her cats.”
It was only because of their owner’s 

failing health that Samuel and 
Seraphina found themselves at the 
Wake County Animal Center. After 
her strokes, their owner was no longer 

able to care for the cats, and her family saw no 
other choice.

If someone takes a pet to an animal shelter, 
there is a form the owner can fill out with 
information about the pet. On Samuel and 
Seraphina’s form, it said, “My mother loves 
these cats very much! She has had three strokes 
and is no longer able to keep – exhausted all 
options.” 

Another note said “try to keep together.” 
Leaving the pair of cats at the shelter must 
have been heartbreaking for the family. While 
we couldn’t heal the owner physically, we were 
happy to know there was something we could 
do for her.

For many shelters, keeping bonded pairs 
together isn’t always an option – there are too 
many pets and not enough families looking for 

pairs. Cats are adopted faster as singles.
After so many years of devotion to her 

cats, we thought the least we could do 
was to honor her request that the 
cats stay together. Samuel and 
Seraphina were transferred to the 
SPCA. They haven’t found a new 
family yet, but when they do, they’ll 
go there together.

Your support keeps the SPCA 
Adoption Program strong, giving 
bonded pairs another chance. 
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Hurricane Florence hit 
North Carolina with 
heavy rain, strong 
winds, and widespread 

flooding. Some areas saw record-
breaking rainfall. Of course, all of 
this leads to power outages, property 
damage, and hard times. During the 
aftermath of Hurricane Florence, there 
were many challenges. Fortunately, 
there were just as many solutions.

Evacuating 100+ Pets
Carteret County Animal Shelter is 

located just a few miles inland from 
the North Carolina coast. When 
the shelter’s roof collapsed and their 
kennels began to flood in the middle 
of the hurricane, more than 100 pets 
had to be evacuated. Many of them 

were temporarily housed at the NC 
State Fairgrounds until they could be 
transferred to other rescues. Dozens 
of volunteers arrived to offer their 
assistance caring for them. SPCA 
staff brought two vans filled with cat 
carriers and brought back 15 cats that 
day. The SPCA’s meeting room was 
turned into extra kennel space to house 
the extra felines. Staff also returned the 
day after and picked up five dogs.

Sending Help Where It Is Needed
In addition to taking in these 

animals, the SPCA of Wake 
County also played a crucial 
role in connecting supplies with 
organizations in need after the 
storm. Our Director of Community 
Initiatives immediately went to work 

talking with rescue organizations 
on the ground in the hardest hit 
areas after Hurricane Florence. She 
was able to connect people offering 
transportation and emergency 
support during a time when needs 
were constantly changing and state 
agencies were stretched thin.

Replenishing Supplies
One big concern after large 

disasters is the spread of disease due 
to animals being in close quarters at 
evacuation shelters, contaminated 
flood waters and the loss of power 
destroying vaccines that must be 
refrigerated. The Greater Good 
Organization identified the SPCA 
of Wake County as the lead agency 
in North Carolina to help with this 

Calzone (pictured) 
and Marigold (right) 
are two of the 20 pets 
that were transferred 
to the SPCA after they 
were evacuated from 
Carteret County during 
Hurricane Florence.



concern. The SPCA and Greater 
Good worked with national 
pharmaceutical and pet food 
companies to acquire donations of 
vaccines, medicine and food. The 
SPCA acted as the liaison, reaching 
out to organizations in North 
Carolina and getting supplies where 
they needed to go.

If those we reached out to weren’t 
in need, they undoubtedly knew 
someone who was. We contacted a 
veterinarian in New Bern, NC. Her 
clinic was safe, but we arranged a 
delivery of flea, tick, and heartworm 
prevention for her to pass along to 
a rescue that took in dozens of dogs 
needing help after the storm.

Many who weren’t able to 
volunteer their time still wanted to 

be part of the relief efforts. Monetary 
contributions helped us care for the 
pets from Carteret County. Two of 
the dogs the SPCA brought back 
from the Fairgrounds were diagnosed 
with heartworm disease. 

Thanks to those donations, 
they have both started treatment. 
Donations help pay for the electricity 
to refrigerate vaccines and gasoline to 

fuel our transport vans.
Recovery from such an event is a 

long process, but we are so grateful 
for the wonderful start that was 
made. Hard times have a way of 
bringing out the best in people and 
that is just what we saw in the wake 
of Hurricane Florence.

join us online @ www.spcawake.org   7

In total, the following supplies were distributed 
to ten agencies in seven counties:

• 2,010 doses of oral flea/tick preventative
• 665 doses of topical flea/tick preventative
• 10,160 doses of oral HW preventative
• 12,425 individual vaccines

Above: Staff member, Sam, puts a cat 
evacuated from Carteret County into a 
carrier to make the trip to the SPCA.

Top: The SPCA delivered supplies to a veterinarian in New 
Bern so they could be distributed where they were needed.
Above: Dinah, one of the cats evacuated from Carteret County
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LOOK WHO YOU HELPED

Two Lives Forever Changed By You

CLOVER & Willow’S STORY  
A landscaper saw a cat with newborn 
kittens while working at a construction 
site. When he returned to the same 
house six weeks later, the mother cat 
couldn’t be found and the kittens were 
in rough shape. He knew they needed 
help, so he scooped them up and 
brought them to the SPCA. 

All four kittens were underweight 
and had fleas, as well as eye and nose 
discharge. Their eyes were almost 
swollen shut. The SPCA veterinarian 
prescribed eye ointment, nasal drops, and 
an antibiotic to help them get well. The 
kittens went to a foster home where they 
could receive constant care and, in just a 
few weeks, they were looking and feeling 
much better! 

CLEMENTINE’S STORY 
Not all transformations are as obvious as 
these, but they all have one thing in common: 
your support makes a world of difference in 
their lives!

We can only guess the details of 
Clementine’s past. She came to the SPCA from 
a local animal shelter with wounds on her 
face, ears, feet, legs, and back end. Some were 
old while others were still fresh. She was also 
emaciated with pressure sores on her spine 
and hips. 

Despite all that, Clementine greets 
everyone, with a wagging tail. In just nine 
weeks, her wounds healed and she was ready 
for a new and better phase of her life. We don’t 
know much about her past, but we know her 
future has better things in store for her.

CLOVER
OCTOBER 23, 2018CLOVER

OCTOBER 2, 2018

CLEMENTINE
OCTOBER 25, 2018

CLEMENTINE
SEPTEMBER 20, 2018
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BANK LOCAL we’re in 
your neighborhood!
For more than 100 years, customers have trusted 
Fidelity Bank with their financial needs. Stop by one 
of our 15 convenient Wake County locations and 
experience the Right By You difference.

INDEPENDENT | STRONG | EXPERIENCED

www.fidelitybanknc.com
09/12/2018
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CLOVER’S SISTER, WILLOW
OCTOBER 2, 2018

CLOVER’S SISTER WILLOW
OCTOBER 23, 2018

Willow’s right 
eye had severe 
residual scar 
tissue, but 
thanks to the 
treatment 
she received, 
medical staff 
was able to 
save her eye.
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Proud sponsor of
SPCA of Wake County’s

23      Annual 
Fur Ball Gala

RD

A CPA Firm Committed to Client ServiceA CPA Firm Committed to Client Service

615 Oberlin Road Suite 200615 Oberlin Road Suite 200
Raleigh, NC 27605Raleigh, NC 27605

919.836.9200919.836.9200
www.mpcllp.comwww.mpcllp.com

Thank You to Our Sponsors and Corporate Partners

It was a big night for animals in the Triangle. 
More than 300 animal lovers came together 
October 14th to #GiveBackTheLove at the 2018 
SPCA Fur Ball Gala.

Dana & Robert Guzzo
Laura Kneavel & Mike Worsham

The Busby Family • The Mims Family

with thanks to Together, we raised more than $300,000 to 
support the SPCA’s mission to transform the 
lives of pets and people. Guests enjoyed a sunset 
reception, three-course dinner, silent and live 
auction prizes and great company. We cannot 
thank you enough for your dedication. We hope 
you’ll join us next year on Saturday, October 12th 
for the 24th annual Fur Ball.

a Brighter Future for Homeless Pets across NC

COMMUNITY ACTION

Pictured Here:  
Care First Animal 
Hospital veterinarian,
Dr. Sarah McConnell 
was elated to win a 
trip during the event’s 
live auction.
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After waiting 553 days for the perfect home, Azalea finally 
found her people! She came to us as a puppy. Not only 
was she deaf, but also needed time to work on her social 
skills. A dedicated foster mom taught her sign language, 
and she found her forever family in October. She now has 
her own room (and TV) in the house.

More than 600 runners came together in November 
for the annual Santa Paws 5K & Fun Run. Together 
they raised $31,000 to help save homeless pets!

Collaboration is key when it comes to improving the lives of 
homeless pets in our community. The organization Hearts Speak 
awarded a special grant to the SPCA of Wake County to host a 
photography workshop and a marketing workshop for area rescues 
in October. The skills learned will no doubt help animals all over 
North Carolina have a better chance at finding a forever home.

More than 60 
pets received free 
microchips, which 
means they have 
a greater chance 
of being reunited 
with their families, 
should they become 
lost. Through the 
support of Johnson 
Subaru, and a grant 
made possible by the 
ASPCA/Subaru Loves Pets Event Grant Program; the SPCA 
of Wake County hosted a free microchip clinic November 
3rd at Hollywood Feed and Waverly Place in Cary. 

During the workshop, 
staff and volunteers 
from area rescues 
learned how to take 
better pet photos 
whether they used a 
professional camera  
or a cell phone.

Azalea wasn’t 
shy about 
showing her 
appreciation 
to her new 
family. Dog 
kisses for 
everyone!



Taking Orders Now Through February 14th

Pet SponsorshipOPPORTUNITIES
Pet Sponsorships

Includes a holiday card and an insert with the photo and 
story of a pet rescued by the SPCA of Wake County.

$35 -$250

Pet Sponsorship Options include:  
Senior Dog/Cat     Small Pet    Orphaned puppy    Orphaned Kitten    Dog Family

Cat Family    Long-Timer Cat    Long-Timer Dog  Cat with FIV    Dog treated for Heartworm Disease

Festive Holiday Cards 
Suitable for close friends, and casual acquaintances.  

Also available for bulk purchases.
$15

Your meaningful gift today will save more animals in need. 
Visit www.spcawake.org/shop or visit 200 Petfinder Lane, Raleigh, NC 27603


