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The latest heartwarming news in and around the Triangle

Ginger (pictured) and her 
8 siblings were transferred 
in January from the Wake 
County Animal Center, one 
of the SPCA’s community 
partnerships to save MORE 
lives through collaboration 
and teamwork!
(DETAILS PAGE 2) 
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CRITTER CHATTER

MAGAZINE

YOU = LIFESAVER
Make a real and lasting difference for 

more than 11,500 animals in need right here 
in your own backyard.  We work locally in the 

neighborhoods you care about.  
WE ARE YOUR SPCA.
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Spring is in the air! This means longer days, warmer nights, and 
what is known in the animal sheltering world as puppy and 
kitten season.  

This sudden influx of hundreds of homeless and orphaned infant 
animals happens every year around this same time. Knowing it’s 
coming doesn’t make it any less shocking when it happens. 

Over the past decade, our community has made substantial progress 
in reducing the number of animals entering local shelters each year. 
But still, too many of these infant animals will enter overcrowded 
animal shelters in the next two months.   

That’s why the SPCA of Wake County is focused on collaborating 
with the government-run, open-admission animal shelters in and 
around the Triangle area to maximize resources and jointly save as 
many animals as possible. Through local outreach and teamwork, 
we are transferring an ever-increasing number of animals out of 
area shelters and into the SPCA. These collaborative partnerships 
are creating the best life-saving community possible and a pathway 
forward to ending the euthanasia of adoptable animals in North 
Carolina shelters for good.

That’s the vision for tomorrow we are building today. And today, the 
puppies and kittens are here and need your help now. Can I count 
on you to help save these lives? They need you now, more than ever.

Orphaned Kittens and Puppies Need You Now

You Saved Him!
And BOTH of us are grateful.

Kim with rescued pup 
Kubrick, a 3-month-old 
shepherd mix adopted 
on March 29, 2018



Above: Dabio the cat was found blind due to chronic issues 
in both eyes. Below: Riley was found with a mass on the right 
side of his face. Both are doing well in the care of the SPCA!

And BOTH of us are grateful.

Urgent Needs

Where would she be 
without the support 

of generous people like 
you? YOU saved her. You saved Rosie and her two 
tiny puppies. She’d spent her entire life giving birth 
to puppies in a puppy mill. She’d never had a toy, a 
blanket, or even a friend. 
When her 7-year-old body didn’t produce enough 
puppies, she became instantly worthless.

Your generous support of the SPCA of Wake 
County helped Rosie heal from her past years of 
puppy mill abuse. Thanks to you, Rosie received 
lifesaving medical care, lots of love, and a new home 
with a family who adores her.

Thank you supporters who donated to help abused 
animals like Rosie with a gift to the SPCA’s Spring 
Fund Drive! The fundraising effort is still in full 
swing. Read more at www.spcawake.org/Rosie.

Give by phone: 919-532-2083 or 919-532-7065 
Give online: www.spcawake.org/medical 
Use the enclosed envelope and mail your gift to: 
200 Petfinder Lane | Raleigh, NC 27603

2018

Rosie 
Update

Above: This family is safe and loved thanks to YOU!
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The most critical need right 
now is also the one that may 
save the most animals... 

Today, the SPCA of Wake County is caring for – and 
saving – hundreds of pets who would not have been 

considered adoptable just 8 years ago. 
These are pets who have serious but treatable injuries 

or illnesses, pets who are older, pets with fractured limbs, 
and traumatized pets who need special care and behavior 
support to heal. This effort to save these animals requires 
more medical resources than ever before.  

Will you help save these less-than-perfect pets?  
Your donation to the SPCA’s Medical Care Program 
will make it possible for these animals to survive and 
to thrive! Will you give today?
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Alone at the top of Virginia’s 
second highest mountain, 
in the middle of winter, is 
no place for a little dog. 

Nevertheless, that is where Mitzi and 
Moxie were at the beginning of the 
year. Between then and when the pair 
joined the SPCA in late February, 
there is a story of loss, trust, love, 
and hope. And it’s a story you made 
possible.

Loss
Mitzi and Moxie were raised 

together by a woman who loved them 
very much. But in early January of 
this year, their owner passed away 
suddenly in a tragic car accident.

The surviving relatives didn’t want 
to keep the dogs. Instead of a new 
home or even animal shelter options,  
the owner’s extended family turned 
the two, 7-year-old Chihuahua 

mixes loose on the wooded Whitetop 
Mountain in Virginia. 

Dogs can become very skittish and 
nervous when they’re in unfamiliar 
situations. This could be why, even 
though they were used to people, 
Mitzi and Moxie didn’t go running 
toward Ryan, a local youth who first 
spotted the loose dogs. 

TrusT
Ryan knew the dogs didn’t belong 

there, but Mitzi and Moxie were too 
afraid to let him near them. 

Instead of walking away and 
forgetting about them, Ryan built a 
makeshift shelter in the woods to give 
the dogs protection from the frigid 
January temperatures. 

Ryan and his mother returned day 
after day, slowly trying to befriend 
the pair of nervous dogs. Eventually, 
Mitzi and Moxie allowed the boy to 

get close. He and his mom caught 
the dogs and took them to a Virginia 
animal rescue.

Love
Mitzi and Moxie were probably 

unaware of all the love around them 
at this point in their story, but it was 
there regardless. 

The boy and his mother loved these 
dogs enough to spend days trying to 
rescue them. They loved them even 
before they could touch them. 

The woman running the animal 
rescue loved them enough to take 
them into her home.

The rescue’s volunteer veterinarian 
in North Carolina loved them enough 
to add them to her own small pet 
rescue so they could find a new home. 
Unfortunately, the pair lingered there 
for several weeks so the rescue group 
reached out to the SPCA for help 

One Child Refused
To Give Up on Them Pictured: Mitzi and Moxie did 

almost everything together, 
including posing for the camera.



We would love to speak with you about our Peace of Mind Program. 

finding the dogs a home together.
Just three days after arriving at the SPCA Pet Adoption 

Center, the two small dogs found the perfect home 
together. Their new mom loved them as soon as she saw 
them. She had lost her last dog to heart failure. Mitzi and 
Moxie can now return the favor of being rescued. After all 
the love others felt for them, Mitzi and Moxie’s love can 
help fill the hole that was left when their new mom’s dog 
passed away.

Mitzi and Moxie’s story ended happily. Your support 
made it possible for them to find someone who loves them. 
Your support means thousands of other pets can have 
happy endings, too!

Even when resting, 
Mitzi and Moxie
are never very far 
from one another.

join us online @ www.spcawake.org   5

For more information, contact Will Anzenberger, Director of Major Gifts 
by email: wanzenberger@spcawake.org or by phone: 919-532-2082 • www.spcawake.org/legacy

Mabel and Stretch are best friends. They’ve lived 
their entire lives together. At nine years of age 
each, this bonded pair lost their owner when 

she passed away. Loving friends looked out for the cats, but 
when her house sold, the friends knew they needed to find 
help fast.

Mabel and Stretch had lost their loving owner. They 
were losing their home. The SPCA wasn’t going to let them 
lose each other. Mabel and Stretch are now guaranteed the 
chance of staying together and finding a new loving home 
through the SPCA.

It’s usually easy to think about taking care of our pets’ 
daily needs. A bowl of food, fresh water, walks, treats and 
cuddles are part of the regular routine. But do you have a 
plan if your pets were to outlive you?

The SPCA of Wake County can offer peace of mind to 

care for your animals when you join the Animal Legacy 
Society of North Carolina.

When you make a planned gift to the SPCA, you are 
able to enroll in the Peace of Mind program and you have 
our promise to immediately receive, care for, and place into 
new homes your surviving pets. Your pets depend on you 
to meet their needs and the SPCA promises to be there for 
them when you can no longer provide the comfort, care, 
and compassion all pets should receive. 

“It’s such a blessing to know that my sweet Max will be 
taken care of if he should survive me,” says one member 
of the program. She adds, “While I can’t imagine my life 
without him, it is wonderful to know that should I have 
to say goodbye to him, I would be able to adopt again and 
provide that same promise to my next pet.”

Pictured: After nine years 
together, Mabel and Stretch 
were taken to a shelter and 
almost separated forever. 

Plan for 
Their Future
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Each year, the SPCA rescues 
more than 1,000 kittens. 
In the first three months of 
2018, the SPCA has taken 

in 96 kittens. But now is the time 
when kitten season really gets going. 

Kitten season is what rescuers call 
the warmer months of the year when 
many cats give birth and area shelters 
are bursting at the seams with kittens. 

While there is little doubt that it 
is the cutest season of the year, few 
realize that kitten season may also be 
the most costly in terms of financial, 
volunteer, and staff resources. Kitten 
season pulls staff, volunteers, and 
other SPCA supporters together to 
do whatever it takes to save those 
tiny, but very important, lives. It 
takes a village to raise 1,000 kittens.

All Staff Hands on Deck
Kitten season is an all-hands-on-

deck time of the year. Each kitten 
is examined by a member of the 
medical team. Staff administers 
flea preventative, dewormers, and 
vaccines. Kittens are then tested for 

the feline diseases FIV and FeLV. The 
SPCA does not euthanize cats and 
kittens just for testing positive. The 
test result simply informs the next 
steps of care and prevention. 

Providing care and adoption 
options for cats who test positive has 
been an exciting and progressive leap 
forward in the SPCA’s cat programs 
over the past few years.

In addition to the basic care that 
all kittens receive, the medical team 
is on the lookout for signs potential 
ailments. A kitten might need to 
be isolated from littermates or 
require medication. Some kittens 
arrive infested with fleas and need 
to be bathed immediately. Detailed 
medical records are documented for 
each kitten and the future adopter.  

All the while, the animal care staff 
is making sure the kittens have a 
clean space, fresh water, healthy food 
and lots of love.

Calling All Volunteers
Volunteer foster caregivers are 

essential in the effort to save so 
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Project: Kitten Care
Saving MORE Infant Animals

Tiny Kittens
Need the Biggest Help

The SPCA’s Foster Care Program: 
In 2017, 262 volunteer foster familes 
cared for 1,058 animals, most of 
them infant kittens and puppies. 

Donations to save kittens are 
urgently needed TODAY!  
This effort to save kittens is the 
opportunity of their lifetime! Give 
now and play a significant role in 
saving hundreds of kittens in just a 
matter of weeks.  

Give now at spcawake.org/feed or 
contact Mondy Lamb at the SPCA 
to find out what a gift of $5,000 or 
more can make possible. Phone: 
919-532-2086 or email: mlamb@
spcawake.org.

Pictured:  
An SPCA staff 
member feeds 
orphaned Peanut a 
kitten milk replacer 
formula.  
 
When orphaned 
kittens (found 
without mom) are 
too young to eat 
on their own, they 
must be bottle-fed 
every few hours.

Foster Care Volunteers Wanted! 
Read about the volunteer foster caregiver 
experience, FAQs and fill out an interest 
form. Visit: www.spcawake.org/foster
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many. Foster parents open their homes to these 
kittens and give temporary shelter and care. Some 
kittens are a few months old when they come to 
the SPCA. They may need to put on a little weight 
or may just a place to stay for a few days, but they 
won’t need to be in foster care for long. 

Other kittens are with the SPCA from birth, 
through weaning and their first vaccines, until they 
can be spayed/neutered and adopted by a loving 
family. Those kittens could spend up to six weeks 
in a foster home, either nursing from mom or 
being bottle-fed every few hours until they can eat 
on their own. Even after they are weaned, those 
kittens could need 2-4 more weeks before they are 
big enough (at 2 pounds) for surgery. 

This year, the SPCA is working hard to expand 
the volunteer foster program. Right now, the SPCA 
is running training workshops to equip dozens 
of volunteers with the skills needed to provide 
supportive care to infant kittens and puppies. 
SPCA staff and volunteers trained to provide 
special care to infant kittens are the only chance 
these orphaned kittens have.  

The Kittens Need YOU Most of All
The most vital resource needed right now to save 

these kittens is your generous financial support. 
Your gift will help buy vaccines, dewormers, and all 
the crucial medical supplies needed to save 1,000 
kittens in the next months. 

Your gift will also make it possible for each 
kitten to have spay or neuter surgery to ensure they 
don’t contribute to next year’s kitten season.

The kittens need lots of special, highly nutritious 
food. Your donation will help purchase special 
kitten and puppy formula – a must-have item to 
feed orphans who don’t have the option of nursing 
from mom. 

Did you know? To help feed the kittens, a cash 
gift goes further than a gift of food! Donated funds 
allow the SPCA to purchase specific food items 
guided by the staff veterinarian. Plus, we buy in 
bulk at nonprofit discounts which make your 
donated dollar have even more impact! 

To save the kittens and puppies over next two 
months we need to raise an additional $50,000 
to purchase medical supplies, food and veterinary 
care. Will you help? 

Your support always saves lives. During kitten 
season your support can save thousands. 
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AFTER BEFORE

Volunteers give this 
flea-infested kitten a 
much-needed bath.

Please today! visit www.spcawake.org/feed
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A recent trip to Harnett 
County began because of a 
17-year-old cat. As a staff 

member was driving to pick him up, 
other staff members were working 
behind the scenes to see if there were 
any other pets we could help. 

First we were told about two cats, 
one of which had four newborn 
kittens. Then we heard about four 
puppies. Next, jokingly, we were told 
about two ducks. As it turned out, 
we knew a local veterinarian who 
was looking for a duck, so we took 
them, too. 

Because of your support, 13 lives 
were saved that day. We can say 
yes because we know you're there. 
We know you want to save them as 
much as we do.
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One trip, 13 Lives Saved

ACT NOW:
Reserve your seats by June 30 
for a chance to win limousine 
service for you and your guests 
to and from Fur Ball!

PURCHASE TICKETS:
Visit: spcawake.org/furball
Contact: Amy Crum 
SPCA Events Director at
acrum@spcawake.org or 
919-532-2087

Enjoy a glamorous evening that 
includes a 3-course Angus Barn 
dinner with wine pairings, spirits, 
desserts, and entertainment, as 
well as an exciting auction.

Exquisite dining. Unmatched company. Thousands of lives saved.

Above: Duck was surrendered 
to the Harnett County Animal 
Shelter at 17 years old. Above and top: This duckling and these 

newborn kittens helped us with a photoshoot 
before leaving for their respective foster homes.

JOIN US!
Sunday, October 14, 2018
The Pavilion at the Angus Barn, Raleigh, NC

Seats and Sponsorships are available now, 
visit spcawake.org/furball.



Carol Williams fills up her 
cat Spring’s water bowl 
with fresh water and ice.

“She will not drink the 
water unless she has ice in it.”

Thanks to you, she can also fill up 
her kitty’s food bowl without going 
hungry herself.

“When I first moved to Wendell, I 
didn’t know about AniMeals. I would 
buy canned tuna with my food stamps 
[for Spring to eat], but it was making a 
real dent in my budget.”

Carol Williams, age 67, is one of 
the low-income, homebound seniors 
to whom the SPCA of Wake County 
delivers food and pet supplies so they 
can keep their pets in their homes. 
Every other month, volunteers gather 
the needed items from the SPCA 
and deliver directly to the homes of       
AniMeals recipients.

The program began when another 
non-profit group assisting seniors 
contacted the SPCA for help. They 
had learned that many seniors they 
delivered food to would put their pets’ 
needs above their own and give the 
meals delivered to them to their pets. 
By providing these seniors with pet 
food, neither they nor their animals 
have to go hungry.

Carol was one of the first people 
to receive help from the SPCA in 

2007 when the food assistance pro-
gram started. Carol is a breast cancer 
survivor, suffers from COPD and 
uses a wheelchair. She’s also on a fixed 
income and unable to drive. To get 
groceries, she has to take her motor-
ized wheelchair down the street to the 
grocery store and purchase only what 
she can carry back. 

“I had to put the cat litter on my 
footrest. It was so heavy. I tried to do 
the best I could. Often the cat litter 
would run out in two weeks and that’s 
when I found out about AniMeals, it 
was a lifesaver for me,” Carol says.

Alice Bender has volunteered with 
the program since its inception. 

“These seniors are so grateful. The 
joy and appreciation on their face 
when we make a delivery is always 
uplifting,” said Alice.

“We were running low last month 
on litter. I was able to call Alice and 
the delivery was ready that Saturday. It 
was such a relief,” Carol added.

Carol adopted Spring when she was 
a kitten. Spring is now 11 years old.

“She looks at me with those big 
pretty eyes. I just want her to be happy 
while she is with me. I would take 
from my own mouth and put into 
hers. There is no way my baby will go 
without food,” Carol tells the SPCA. 
With your support, they don’t have to.

join us online @ www.spcawake.org   9

About AniMeals:
Pets of low-income, homebound 
senior citizens receive regular 
deliveries of pet food and 
supplies through the program. 

Meals Provided Each Year: 
In 2017, the AniMeals pet food 
assistance program provided 
11,315 meals to the pets of 
homebound seniors. 

Urgent Needs for 2018:
This important program is in 
need of funding before this July 
1, 2018. This opportunity to keep 
families together is truly special!  

Will you be the one to help 
AniMeals not only to survive 
but to thrive this summer? Your 
gift today will help sustain this 
program. 

Give now at spcawake.org/feed 
or contact Mondy Lamb at the 
SPCA to find out what a gift 
of $5,000 or more can make 
possible. Phone: 919-532-2086 
or email: mlamb@spcawake.org.

Project: AniMeals
Keeping Families Together

How To Make Sure a 
Senior Citizen Eats: 

Feed Their Pet First

– Carol, AniMeals Recipient

I would take from my own mouth 
and put into hers. There is no way 

my baby will go without food.
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@mix1015wralfm | www.wralfm.com

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF THE 

SPCA OF WAKE COUNTY

START YOUR DAY WITH 
TWO MEN AND A MOM 

WEEKDAYS 5:30AM - 10:00AM ON MIX 101.5

www.CareFirstAnimalHospital.com

Glenwood
919-783-7387 

1 mile W of I-440

Oberlin
919-832-3107

corner of Oberlin/Wade

Tryon 
919-851-7475

corner of Cary Pkwy/Tryon

www.ervets4pets.com

919-781-5145 (24/7)
409 Vick Ave, Raleigh, NC 

Glenwood & Vick Ave
inside I-440 near Crabtree Mall

THANK YOU SPONSORS!

US!

DO
G WALK& WOOFSTOCK

Reminder: Come on down to 
Cary’s Booth Amphitheatre on 
Sunday, May 6 noon to 5pm.

spcawake.org/walk

Missed the event, but 
still want a cool t-shirt? 
Email Amy Crum at 
acrum@spcawake.org.

Dog-friendly
Family-friendly

Food trucks

Music

Saving lives
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Meet our 2018 Ambassador, Hershel
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One woman in the Triangle is pushing 
lawmakers to create an animal abuse 

registry. WRAL TV took a look at the issue 
and reached out to us at the SPCA to ask our 
thoughts. We think a registry for animal abusers 
convicted of aggravated cruelty to animals 
could be a useful tool in the overall mission to 
protect animals and prevent cruelty and abuse. 
But in order for such a registry to be successful, 
there must also be effective enforcement of 
our current laws and ordinances and aggressive 
prosecution of animal abuse.

In the News

SPCA Social Scene
The SPCA has been out and about. 

Here’s what we’ve been up to.

Our 2018 SPCA Ambassador Hershel enjoyed 
his photo shoot in downtown Durham with 

InBetween the Blinks Photography. Hershel was 
abandoned by his breeder at a local shelter after 
being born with a deformed paw. The SPCA took 
him in and gave him the care and medical support 
he needed. Learn more about Hershel on our 
website: spcawake.org/Hershel. 

Goatee stole the show when he was here briefly at the Pet 
Adoption Center earlier this year. His ears naturally 

made him stand out from the crowd! We shared his photos on 
Facebook and as you can imagine, they were a hit!

Goatee - Social Media Superstar

People had a chance to save not just a homeless pet, but also help 
humans during two blood drives at the SPCA Pet Adoption 

Center in March and April. For each pint of blood donated during 
the drive, The Blood Connection donated $10 to the SPCA.

Pints for Paws
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Placed on the entrance walk to the SPCA of Wake County 
Adoption Center, bricks and pavers welcome thousands of 
visitors to the shelter every year and serve as an invitation to 
others to help the animals in their community as well.

Leaves hang on the Tree of Life in the Pet Adoption Center 
lobby. Made from remnants of a disamantled animal control 
gas chamber, the leaves remind us that with hard work and 
determination, we can make great strides in animal welfare.

Your loved one will receive a letter notifying them that 
you’ve purchased a gift in their honor. They’ll also be notified 
once the gift has been installed. If you order at least one 
week in advance, your loved one will receive their notification 
letter in time for Mother’s or Father’s Day.

This Mother’s and Father’s Day, 
show them how much they mean to you.

Give a gift that saves lives.
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Work moms, second moms, stepdads, biological dads, 
and father-figures alike will all appreciate 

this loving gesture in their honor.

To purchase: spcawake.org/gifts
Or call the SPCA at 919-532-7065

Pavers (above) measure 8” x 8” 
while bricks (below) are 4” x 8”. 

Customize bricks, pavers, and leaves 
(below) with your own message.
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