
Buddy and Benjamin
Buddy 
Although Buddy was surrounded by other dogs, he was all alone. 
The small hound mix lived confined in a cramped house, with 24 
other dogs. He never went outside, never walked on grass and 
had little human attention.

The house smelled of urine and feces and law enforcement 
stepped in when it became clear the owner was overwhelmed. 
All the dogs were removed from the house. Buddy, and six others, 
came to the SPCA of Wake County.

Buddy had a hard time adjusting to his new surroundings. He hid 
in his crate all the time and his small body shook uncontrollably 
whenever he met people. Buddy needed someone special to 
take a chance on him, but who would adopt a dog who couldn’t 
interact with the world?

Benjamin 
Benjamin’s wife had passed away three years earlier, and he 
was still lonely and depressed. But Benjamin’s sister, Gail, was 
watching out for him. She had been searching for a canine 
companion to ease her brother’s sadness.

On one of many trips to the SPCA, Gail noticed Buddy trembling in 
the back of his crate. Despite that first impression, Gail just knew 
she’d found the right dog.“Something told me this was the one. 
He needed someone like my brother needed someone.” 

Gail brought Benjamin to visit, and they took Buddy home that 
day. For the first week, Buddy’s safe spot was under the bed. 

Fast forward to nine months after adoption and Buddy has a new 
favorite place. He now sleeps on Benjamin’s left shoulder every 
night. Three times a day, Benjamin walks Buddy in the yard for 
half an hour. Despite a history that included little to no experience 
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Buddy at the SPCA Adoption Center 

Benjamin and Buddy on a walk outside.

Two lonely souls who healed each other. 

being outside, “when Buddy sees Benjamin put his shoes and hat on he starts jumping up and down.”

Benjamin often tells Gail how happy he is that he has Buddy. Buddy gives him a reason to get up in the 
morning. Gail summed it up perfectly: “My brother didn’t save Buddy – Buddy saved my brother.”

2017 IMPACT REPORT
More than ever, 2017 reminded us that saving pets saves people too. 

(continued on next page)

You are the hero of this story
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Pets of low-income, 
homebound senior citizens 

receive regular deliveries of pet 
food and supplies through the 
AniMeals program. Another 10 
groups receive animal food and 

supplies to distribute.
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Number of pets spayed/neutered through the 
Saving Lives Spay/Neuter Clinic since its opening in 2009

Number of  
children reached 280Number of cats

read to by children

Your support improves the community and it changes the world. Thank you! 
We are passionate about showcasing this life-saving work that YOU make possible. 

Please let us know if you’d like to learn more! We are here for you.
– Mondy Lamb, Director of Development, mlamb@spcawake.org or 919.532.2086

3,443  live outcomes

2017
year to year comparison
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• 3,378 animals adopted
• 44 returned to owner 
• 21 transferred to partner groups

1,730
1,435

213 1,058  
animals fostered

262 volunteer foster families 
cared for young, injured or 
elderly animals through the 
SPCA’s Foster Care Program

6,031  animals spayed/neutered
• 5,338 pets surgerized through the SPCA’s low-cost Saving Lives Clinic
• 693 pets surgerized through the spay/neuter voucher program

number of animal births 
prevented who likely 
would have needed 

shelter services51,445  fixes!

The SPCA helps pets stay in their homes and out of shelters 
through individual consultations and pet-owner assistance 31  pets
Volunteers gave 49,884 hours, equivalent to 24 full-time employees

2,003 pet behavior interventions

1,553 active volunteers

Cat Tales Reading Program
125

The SPCA is supported 
by donors and holds 
the highest, 4-Star 
rating for responsible 
and transparent 
financial management.

Expenses:
89.7% goes to programs 

and program support
10.3% goes to fundraising

The SPCA took in 3,531 animals in 2017
• 3,443 live outcomes
• 107 were still in our care on 12-31-17
• 14 died and 38 were euthanized by the SPCA 
or while in the care of our veterinary partners. 
Euthanasia at the SPCA is performed with kindness 
and dignity to relieve the suffering of animals who 
for medical or behavior reasons cannot be rehomed.

Other Outcomes
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