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INSIDE:
A house fire, a three-legged cat, 
unlucky guinea pigs, and a rescue six years 
in the making (not all in the same story)

They rescued you too
“

?”
Translation: check out page 3



SPCA of Wake County Main Office:
SPCA Pet Adoption Center
200 Petfinder Lane • Raleigh, NC 27603
Phone: 919-772-2326  |  www.spcawake.org
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CRITTER CHATTER

MAGAZINE You are the hero of 
this story. Because 
of you, 11,596 
animals in our 

community received the care 
they desperately needed in 
2017. And thousands of people 
were helped through the SPCA’s 
outreach programs. Wow! 

You are already a vital part 
of the incredibly successful 
effort in saving the lives of 
homeless animals, preventing 
animal cruelty and providing support to people and pets in need.

In 2017, the SPCA of Wake County announced a sweeping new vision: To 
end the euthanasia of all adoptable animals in our community by 2025.

Imagine a day when no healthy, treatable, homeless pets are euthanized in 
area shelters simply because there are too many animals and too few resources. 
Thanks entirely to people like you, the SPCA of Wake County stands ready to 
lead this historic transformation.

What 50 years of fighting for animals has taught us is that making this 
vision a reality will require long-term commitment, remarkable collaboration 
and our field’s most innovative strategies. It will also require unprecedented 
support from our community. It will be an extraordinary challenge. But when 
the alternative is to accept the continued euthanasia of thousands of adoptable 
animals each year as status quo, I think you’ll agree that we must commit 
ourselves to nothing less.

Will you do me a favor? Even if it makes you momentarily sad? Close your 
eyes and picture a dog or cat alone in a kennel at an animal shelter. 

Maybe he has been abandoned by his family, or maybe he has only known a 
life of lonely neglect. But he sits alone in his kennel, ready to love forever the 
first person who shows any interest in him. After a few days, his time is up, and 
his already brief life comes to an end.

This animal did nothing to deserve his life being cut short. And his death is 
not the fault of the animal shelter either. This dog or cat was euthanized because 
of the lack of the necessary programs and resources to prevent the circumstances 
surrounding his death. 

The thought of an abandoned pet spending the last days of his life desperately 
waiting for a reprieve or a family to love is heartbreaking.

We now have it in our sights to end the euthanasia of all adoptable animals in 
our community. We will not turn away and we will not turn back – no matter 
how difficult the path ahead may be. If you could stop a dog or cat from dying 
needlessly in an animal shelter, wouldn’t you? Won’t you?

As we work to transform the way our community responds to people and pets 
in need, your support is more important than ever. 

I hope you’ll join us on our journey. Let’s change the world together! 

Kim Janzen
President and CEO 

YOU = LIFESAVER
Make a real and lasting difference for 
homeless animals right here in your 

own backyard.  We work locally in the 
neighborhoods you care about.  

WE ARE YOUR SPCA.

Above: Kim at the SPCA with shelter pet Charlie.
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Pets of low-income, 
homebound senior citizens 

receive regular deliveries of pet 
food and supplies through the 
AniMeals program. Another 10 
groups receive animal food and 

supplies to distribute.

Financial Stewardship
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Number of pets spayed/neutered through the 
Saving Lives Spay/Neuter Clinic since its opening in 2009

Number of  
children reached 280Number of cats

read to by children

Your support improves the community and it changes the world. Thank you! 
We are passionate about showcasing this life-saving work that YOU make possible. Please 

let us know if you’d like to learn more! We are here for you.
– Mondy Lamb, Director of Development, mlamb@spcawake.org or 919.532.2086

3,443  live outcomes

2017
year to year comparison

34
43

• 3,378 animals adopted
• 44 returned to owner 
• 21 transferred to partner groups

1,058  
animals fostered

262 volunteer foster families 
cared for young, injured or 
elderly animals through the 
SPCA’s Foster Care Program

6,031  animals spayed/neutered
• 5,338 pets surgerized through the SPCA’s low-cost Saving Lives Clinic
• 693 pets surgerized through the spay/neuter voucher program

number of animal births 
prevented who likely 
would have needed 

shelter services
51,445  fixes!

The SPCA helps pets stay in their homes and out of shelters 
through individual consultations and pet-owner assistance

31  pets
Volunteers gave 49,884 hours, equivalent to 24 full-time employees

2,003 pet behavior interventions

1,553 active volunteers

Cat Tales Reading Program
125

The SPCA is supported 
by donors and holds 
the highest, 4-Star 
rating for responsible 
and transparent 
financial management.

*Expenses:
89.7% goes to programs 

and program support
10.3% goes to fundraising

The SPCA started 2017 with 150 animals in our care 
and took in an additional 3,531 animals throughout 
the year. Out of this total:
• 3,443 were live outcomes (see top of page)
• 14 died and 38 were euthanized by the SPCA 
or while in the care of our veterinary partners. 
Euthanasia at the SPCA is performed with kindness 
and dignity to relieve the suffering of animals who 
for medical or behavior reasons cannot be rehomed.
• 186 were still in our care on 12-31-17

Numbers in Detail

2017 IMPACT REPORT

join us online @ www.spcawake.org   3

*source: 2016 990 Tax Return (most recent tax year)  

Above: Kim at the SPCA with shelter pet Charlie.

1,730

1,435
213



Mites are usually harmless, and owners may never 
know they’re there, but in the case of Oscar and Dra-
co, conditions were right for the mites to flourish. 

Typically this happens when guinea pigs aren’t 
kept in a clean environment and/or their immune 
systems are compromised. In addition to their med-
ications, plenty of TLC and tasty veggie salads were 
just what the doctor ordered. Their scabs healed and 
their skin stopped itching. 

Draco had a strong personality and was chasing 
Oscar away from the food and pulling at his scabs, 
so they were eventually separated. Oscar and Draco 
were in foster for almost two months before they 
were ready to go up for adoption. In early January, 
both pigs found wonderful new homes.

Guinea pigs can require more care than people 
realize, and many shelters can’t devote so much 
time and energy to their needs. Your generosity 
healed Oscar and Draco. Your support got them 
the medication and care they deserved. Thank you 
for making it possible for them to recover and find 
homes where they are loved!

Left: This salad is brought to you by...you! Oscar was 
in pretty rough shape when he came to the SPCA. 
Your generosity made it possible for him to enjoy 
salads for years to come!
Below: Photos of Draco (top) and Oscar (bottom) the 
day they arrived at the SPCA (left) and after receiving 
treatment for mites (right).

Dogs and cats aren’t the 
only pets that need 
extensive medical care. 

Guinea pigs Oscar and Draco 
arrived at the SPCA covered in 
scabs. Their skin was crusty and 
they were very itchy. Their condi-
tion was so bad that Draco had 
a seizure after an intense bout of 
scratching. 

They were diagnosed with 
mites and received injections ev-
ery 10 days to get rid of the infes-
tation. Draco was also diagnosed 
with an upper respiratory infec-
tion about a week after coming to 
the SPCA and needed daily oral 
medication for 10 days. 

Mites are commonly found on 
most pets. Different pets tend to 
have different species of mites. 
For example, guinea pig mites are 
not the same as dog mites. 

A Big Change
for Small Pets
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BEFORE AFTER

BEFORE AFTER
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There have been plenty of 
questions about the effect of 
the Tax Cuts & Jobs Act on 

SPCA of Wake County supporters and, 
in turn, to the services donors make 
possible to help animals and people. 

Great news! We’ve got suggestions.  
The new tax laws have highlighted 
some existing popular giving options. 

Getting help to the animals 
who need it most is easy and 
straightforward with any of these 
giving tools (listed in the sidebar to the 
right and the rest of this article). 

The SPCA of Wake County is a 
qualified charitable organization and 
accepts all of these giving types.

If you own stocks, have a retirement 
account, or have set up a donor advised 
fund, please take a moment and 
explore these options. You can make a 
BIG impact for animals, while meeting 
your goals of having a real and lasting 
impact, and if your tax burden is 
reduced as well, all the better!


What: Qualified Charitable 
Distribution (QCD) 
Who: Sarah

Congratulations, Sarah! You are 
70 1/2 years young and have the 
energy to fight for the protection of 
animals. You are an inspiration.

Over the years, Sarah has adopted 
three cats from the SPCA of Wake 
County and is a monthly sustaining 
donor. As part of working for the same 
company for 35 years, Sarah has an 
individual retirement account (IRA). 

When we congratulated Sarah on 
her 70th birthday back in July, she 
mentioned she was worried about the 
required minimum distribution from 
her IRA that she would have to take in 
2018, especially with all the changes in 
the tax code. 

We suggested that Sarah check 
with her tax advisor about whether 
a qualified charitable distribution 
(QCD) would be a smart way to make 
a continued gift for the animals. 

Tax Laws 
Changed. 
Homeless Pets 
Didn’t.

Smart strategies to make the most of your impact for the animals! Ph
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continued on page 7

by Will Anzenberger, Director of Donor Relations & Mondy Lamb, Director of Development

Pictured: Rescued puppy Donut rests in the 
SPCA’s Treatment Room in late December. Don’t 
be fooled by the sad puppy eyes! Donut is just 
taking brief puppy break from non-stop play time.

Opportunities to Make a 
BIG Difference in 2018

 

 Qualified Charitable Distribution
Are you 70 1/2 years old or more? 
Lucky you! You can give up to $100,000 
to charity directly from your individual 
retirement account (IRA) without count-
ing the distribution as taxable income. 

 Appreciated Stocks 
Giving appreciated stock you’ve held 
for more than a year can be better than 
giving cash. Yes! Donating stock, fund 
shares, or just about any appreciated 
asset can wipe out any capital gains tax 
bill (wow)! With 2018’s market highs, 
what are you waiting for?

  Donor-Advised Fund (DAF)  
So you set up a donor-advised fund, and 
you received your tax benefit, check. Now, 
you can get to work changing the world! 
Recommending a grant from your DAF 
to the SPCA animals is just a few mouse 
clicks away. 

(QCD)

www.spcawake.org/legacy
AFTER



Pictured: 
Gracie, now all grown up, 
with her human, Sam

It’s just after noon on a January day 
in 2018. Gracie is rolled over flat 
on her back in what her family 

calls the “dead frog” pose. 
Her mom Sam beams with joy 

and pride as Gracie’s grandparents 
also shower her with affection. This 
moment is only made possible because 
of the support of donors like you back 
in 2012.

 
In the beginning

A very pregnant bulldog was 
wandering around the Sneads Ferry 
community in the summer of 2012. 
As if being pregnant and homeless 
wasn’t challenging enough, this mama 
dog was also battling the summer 
heat. Thankfully somebody spotted 
her, took her in and called the SPCA 
of Wake County. We named her Ethel 
and matched her with one of our 
loving foster homes to wait for her 
puppies to arrive. She went into labor 
a few days later.

Ethel began to have complications, 

as many bulldogs do due to the large 
size of the breed’s head. We took 
her to Animal Emergency Hospital 
and Urgent Care in Raleigh where 
veterinarians performed a c-section. 
Without your support to provide 
shelter and emergency medical care for 

Ethel, she may not have survived 
giving birth on her own as a stray. 
Because of you, Ethel delivered seven 
healthy puppies. By the end of August, 
the puppies were vaccinated, spayed/
neutered and all adopted. Ethel found 
a home of her own a few weeks later.

 
The Next Chapter

Fast forward to 2016. One of 
Ethel’s puppies Gracie, found her 
way back to the SPCA. Her family 
could no longer care for her due to 
illness and financial stress. Nearly as 
soon as Gracie came back, she found 
love again. Sam Ranlet had been 
considering adopting her first dog and 
decided to head to the SPCA in July 
of 2016.

“It was kind of spontaneous to go 
to the SPCA that day…One day you 
get that feeling like when you want to 
get your haircut. You just want to do 
it now. So I called my sister, and she 
met me at the shelter,” Sam explains. 
Gracie was the only dog she visited. 
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Transforming Lives

Above: Gracie and siblings in 
2012 with mom, Ethel

Some Things Just Make You Believe
in Destiny

Gracie!
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I’m not really a fate/destiny 
person, but there’s things like 
this that make you think that 
this may have been destiny.

‑Sam

Now, Sarah works with her advisor 
and makes direct distributions from 
her IRA to the SPCA. Sarah can meet 
the IRS required minimum distribu-
tion, and that amount is not consid-
ered taxable income.

As a bonus, this type of distribution 
reduces Sarah’s taxable income by the 
amount of the gift. 

And Sarah is thrilled because this 
method allows her to make the great-
est impact with her funds to benefit 
the animals she loves so dearly! 
 

What: Appreciated Securities 
Who: Noah

Fifty-two-year-old Noah adopted 
a bulldog-mix (Jerry) from the SPCA 
about a year after his wife passed.

With his two children living out of 
state, Jerry and the connection with 
the SPCA, have given Noah a sense of 
community and bonding. 

In December, Noah shared that has 

owned several stocks for over ten years, 
and he was working with his financial 
advisor to understand the changes 
in the tax laws. Noah, even with his 
“glass is half full” approach to life, 
knows the stock market will eventually 
go down for a time. 

In January, Noah called to say that 
he received an end-of-year bonus and 
was donating appreciated stock to the 
SPCA in the same amount as his bonus. 

His strategy was to make a large, 
one-time donation to the SPCA of 
Wake County, avoid paying capital 
gains tax, then use his bonus to buy 
that same stock with a new cost basis. 
Smart Noah! Give our love to Jerry!


What: Donor Advised Fund (DAF)
Who: Eva and Mason

Eva and Mason saw their fam-
ily business thrive over the last three 
years, and wanted to take advantage of 
the good year they enjoyed in 2017. 

The couple desired a charitable tax 
deduction, but they were not ready 
to donate to one non-profit, so they 
set up a donor-advised fund with the 
same company where they keep their 
retirement savings. 

When thanking Eva and Mason for 
their end of year donation, Eva asked 
about the SPCA’s low-cost spay-neuter 
clinic. We told Eva that it was another 
ambitious year where 6,000 animals 
were spayed or neutered, and the goal is 
to increase that amount by 20%.

Prevention and community spay/
neuter services are close to Eva’s heart 
so she recommended a grant from 
their donor-advised fund to the SPCA 
to help those services continue. 


We encourage you to speak with your 
financial advisor then contact us for 
life-saving opportunities! Call Will 
Anzenberger at 919-532-2082 or 
wanzenberger@spcawake.org.

continued from page 5 –Tax Law Changes & Smart Strategies  

This is not intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, please consult an attorney, accountant or tax advisor.
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home together.

“I’m not really a fate/destiny person, but 
there’s things like this that make you think that 
this may have been destiny,” says Sam as she 
smiles at Gracie sunning herself by a window.

At the time, Sam didn’t realize how much 
she needed Gracie. Sam had been battling 
depression for more than two years and recently 
lost her job. 

“I fell into a rut of not having work during 
the day. It was so easy to go to sleep and take a 
nap and not really do anything. So getting her 
and having this thing that you just love so much, 
it’s all that matters. It gives you a really good 
motivation to get out of bed.”

Sam says Gracie is better than any prescription 
medicine. Gracie offers her judgment-free 
support and constant unconditional love. 

“I didn’t really expect that when I got her. I 
didn’t think it would be super life-changing or 
that it would help me with what I was going 
through, but it did.”

Thanks to our supporters, not only did Gracie 
get a second chance, but Sam did too.



text text text

8    SPCA CRITTER CHATTER MAGAZINE  |  Winter 2018

In early January, an electrical fire 
left one family temporarily home-
less and wondering how they 

could continue to provide the quality 
of life their pets had come to expect. 

The family made arrangements for 
their adult dogs but had to make the 
bittersweet decision to find new homes 
for the litter of puppies they had. 

The family reached out to Beyond 
Fences, an SPCA partner group that 
connects families to pet resources they 
couldn’t otherwise afford, about find-
ing placement for the puppies. Beyond 
Fences has previously worked with 
this family and approached the SPCA 
about taking in the puppies. 

In just a few days, they had been 
spayed or neutered and were ready for 
adoption. The puppies were nervous 
but friendly, and they quickly found 
new homes.

Because of your support, a bad situ-
ation is now a hopeful one. No one 
is ever prepared for a traumatic event 
such as a fire.

You might not realize it, but as 
an SPCA supporter, you’re not just 
making life better for pets. More and 
more we’re seeing that saving pets 
saves people too. 

Healing takes time, but knowing 
their beloved puppies are in good 
hands means this family can focus on 
their other immediate concerns. 

They can concentrate on each other 
and returning home.

You helped a family in their time of need

Displaced By Fire 
SAved By Love

Right and top: It wasn’t easy to let 
them go, but the family knew these 
puppies would be better off with new 
homes and was grateful the SPCA 
could take them.
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Claire was running out of time. 
She was scheduled to be 
euthanized in two short days 

because of a minor foot injury that 
was left untreated and led to a painful 
infection.

Claire was found as a homeless 
stray in Wayne County and taken in 
by the Wayne County Animal Shelter 
for care. Claire was a sweet, social cat. 
Unfortunately, the shelter didn’t have 
the resources to get her the care she 
desperately needed.

For the shelter staff in Wayne 
County, euthanasia to end her suffer-
ing was the kindest thing they could 
do for Claire – or they could hope for 
a group to come forward who would 
work with them to save her life.

Animal advocates collaborating 
with the shelter staff asked the SPCA 
to help save this special cat.

Less than 24 hours later, Claire was 
safe in the care of SPCA Admissions 
Team and on her way to receiving 
treatment.

For homeless animals like Claire, 
the difference between life or death 
comes down to this: Are there people 
in the community who care about the 
fate of homeless animals? 
One treatable injury could have kept 
Claire from finding a loving home. 
But thanks to you, it didn’t. 

Your support creates a vital safety 
net for pets like Claire who have 
nowhere else to turn. Pets who need 
medical care and will live otherwise 
healthy, happy lives if they receive it. 

Claire’s life-saving surgery cost 
$672. Generous supporters like you 

made it possible for Claire to be wel-
comed into the SPCA’s care – despite 
her need for surgery.

Just a few days after arriving at the 
SPCA, Claire had surgery to ampu-
tate her injured back leg. She is now 
waiting for her incision to heal so 
her stitches can be removed, but her 
spirits are high. 

She’ll push her head into your hand 
to ask to be petted, and she’ll show 
you how happy she is with her loud 
purrs. You saved Claire’s life by mak-
ing it possible for her to receive the 
care she needed at the SPCA.

Not A Moment 
Too Soon
Claire’s second chance

join us online @ www.spcawake.org   9

Pictured: Claire wears a soft cone to keep her from irritating the incision site. 
Despite having surgery just days before, all Claire could think about during her 
photoshoot was getting petted. Here, she flopped on her side, closed her eyes 
in contentment and purred.
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SANTA PAWS 5K & FUN RUN |  SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2018

This is a family-friendly and dog-friendly event. A 5K and one-mile fun 
run attract a variety of participants. Many are health-conscious. Others 
just love pets! Pet-related businesses in addition to those related to 
health/wellness/fitness will stand out. spcawake.org/run

• 400 – 500 participants
• Sponsorship levels range from $500 – $20,000

FUR BALL GALA |  SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2018

This elegant event offers a seated, 3-course meal, a live auction, and a large 
silent auction. Heavily attended by business owners, community leaders, 
and influential professionals, this event is an excellent opportunity to engage 
prospects, entertain customers, or reward employees. spcawake.org/furball

• 400 attendees
• Sponsorship levels range from $2,500 – $50,000

This is a family-friendly and dog-friendly event. A 3K walk followed by food, 
games, shopping, and souvenir photos at the “Woofstock” portion of the day. 
Participants are pet lovers, home owners, parents, and decision makers for 
their families. Whether your business caters to pets or families, your brand will 
be noticed.  spcawake.org/walk

K9-3K DOG WALK & WOOFSTOCK |  SUNDAY, MAY 6, 2018

• 2,500 – 3,500 participants
• Sponsorship levels range from $500 – $35,000

VISION 2025
VANGUARD

                       VISION 2025 VANGUARDS

Join other corporate and community philanthropic leaders whose support underwrites 
the strategic plans needed to end the euthanasia of all adoptable animals by 2025. 
Benefits include: VIP invitations to special events, naming opportunities and exclusive 
signage at the SPCA Pet Adoption Center.  spcawake.org/2025

Contact Amy Crum, Manager of Special Events 
acrum@spcawake.org | 919-532-2087

Be known as the business that cares.
CORPORATE PARTNER

JOIN US AS A 2018 SPCA OF WAKE COUNTY



Valentine’s  
e-card campaign

This little puppy was 
abandoned outside our 

building in below-freezing 
temperatures December 29th. 
We were able to share Donut’s 
story with ABC 11, WRAL 
and WNCN to remind 
people about caring for 
animals in extreme weather. 
Donut is just fine and now 
has a great forever home. 

The animals at the SPCA 
launched their own 

Valentine’s eCard campaign 
in hopes of wooing a new 
family. For each person who 
made a $10 donation when 
sending an eCard, they were 
entered to win a chance to 
send a dozen roses to their 
sweetheart, delivered by an 
SPCA Pet Ambassador.

Six-year-old Baylor spent 
a recent track-out break 

from school saving up his 
money for the SPCA! He 
dropped off his $11 and 
said hello to the animals 
his money will help!

Hundreds of 
people came out 

on a cold Saturday 
morning in January to 
run and raise money 
for the SPCA. The 
event raised $1,250.

A generous young man

Too cold for Fido

Mutts & Marshmallows
SPCA SOCIAL SCENE

•	 400	–	500	participants
•	 Sponsorship	levels	range	from	$500	–	$20,000

•	 400	attendees
•	 Sponsorship	levels	range	from	$2,500	–	$50,000

•	 2,500	–	3,500	participants
•	 Sponsorship	levels	range	from	$500	–	$35,000

join us online @ www.spcawake.org   11

Thank You Sponsors!

If you came to the 2017 Santa Paws 5K 
expecting pets in costume and holiday 
spirit, the day didn’t disappoint. There 

were pets dressed as elves, Christmas trees, 
Santa Clause, reindeer, and more. There 
was even “snow” at the finish line for 
anyone dreaming of a white Christmas.

The event raised more than $30,000 
to help homeless pets in the community. 
Thank you to attendees for bringing your 
holiday cheer. Thank you, sponsors, for 
making the event possible!

Leigh House Apartments

Event Sponsors
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VIP Pet Care PetPeople



I was hungry 
and you 
fed me.

I was 
injured
and you 

cared
for me.

I was in trouble
and you 

rescued me.

Homeless pets can’t save themselves. 

Walk the Walk

A Benefit Event to Help Homeless Pets
Sunday, May 6, 2018 • 12noon-5pm

Booth Amphitheatre • Regency Park • Cary, NC

Get Involved • Join a Team • Register to Walk • Donate to the Cause

early-bird registration 
off through 10�

4/25/18

You make all the difference.  
Join today » www.spcawake.org/walk

Because saving lives is not a spectator sport. 


