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s we approach the end 
of 2015, I’ve been 
thinking about the 

3,400 homeless pets who have 
come through our doors this 
year and are spending their first 
holiday season in a safe, warm 
and loving home surrounded by a 
family delighted by their presence.

I’ve also been thinking about 
the people who, even through 
the smallest acts of kindness and 
compassion, have had a profound 
impact on animals in desperate 
need of help. 

Growing up, my heroes were 
famous people who did legendary 
things – people like Helen Keller, 
Amelia Earhart, and Harriet 
Tubman.

I was enthralled with stories about strong-willed individuals who overcame 
seemingly insurmountable obstacles to achieve their dreams and leave an 
indelible mark in history.

Over the years though, the way I think about heroes has changed. Today, 
my heroes are people who, as Maya Angelou wrote, “quietly go about the busi-
ness of making the world a better place.” 

At the SPCA of Wake County, I am surrounded by these heroes and have 
the privilege of seeing the transformative results of their passion, generosity 
and commitment to animals every single day. 

I’ve seen tiny, struggling kittens go into a volunteer foster home and come 
out happy, thriving and ready for adoption. I’ve seen frightened and under-
socialized dogs be transformed into furry balls of joy through the patient work 
of an SPCA volunteer or staff member. And I’ve seen thousands of homeless 
animals experience the joy of their very own family, in their very own home, 
where they are safe, loved and cared for (and sometimes even allowed on the 
bed). None of this would be possible without the countless heroes of the 
SPCA of Wake County. 

Mother Teresa famously said, “Not all of us can do great things. But we can do 
small things with great love.” And that is how things happen at the SPCA.

A small act of kindness here; a bit of help over there; a moment, a week, a 
month of commitment to one animal; an entire community that supports our 
work. Then, right before our eyes – transformation. 

I am grateful beyond words for the quiet work of the heroes among us who 
are making the world a better place. On behalf of the animals who need you – 
thank you.



 

Tis the Season...

A Home for the Holidays
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Max was adopted on October 
30, 2015 -- just in time to spend 
the Holidays as a member of a 
loving family!

Photo by Tara Lynn with InBetween 
the Blinks Photography.

On the Cover

To be with family and the ones you love.
It’s also the season of giving, the most important 
time of year for nonprofits like the SPCA of 

Wake County. This is the reason you might have seen 
Eleanor’s sweet, grey-muzzled face on a piece of mail ad-
dressed to you in the last few weeks. 

Eleanor is the spokesdog for the SPCA’s  “Home for 
the Holidays” campaign, one last push to remind you of 
the amazing, life-saving impact your support has for pets 
in need. And to once again, humbly ask for your continued 
support to make this important work possible.

Thankfully, Eleanor found a home in time for Christ-
mas. So has Dean, a cat who suffered such neglect at 
the hands of his owners that he is now deaf. But for the 
first time in his life he is loved and cherished as a family 
member.

Your past support has helped Eleanor, Dean and thou-
sands of homeless pets find loving homes. Still, hundreds 
will spend the holidays in the care of the SPCA. Until 
these homeless companion animals find their forever fam-
ily, YOU are their family...and that makes us family too. 

Since you’re family, why don’t you come by for a 
visit? Give me a call or send me an email to schedule a 
tour and see for yourself how your support makes a real 
and lasting difference.

Mondy Lamb 
Director of Development
919-532-2086 |  mlamb@spcawake.org

PS: A reminder of why your gift is so very impor-
tant! The SPCA of Wake County relies on donations to 
fund our life-saving programs. We are not government 
funded so we do not receive any federal, state or local tax 
dollars. Plus, we are not affiliated with, nor do we receive 
funding from the ASPCA or the HSUS. 

A common, and sometimes damaging, misconception 
is that we are funded by the ASPCA in New York City. 
Donations sent to national groups in New York City or 
Washington DC, are not distributed locally and do not 
make it into our hands. Please donate locally to rescue locally.

His First Holiday at 
Home: Dean (renamed 
Mr. Tumnus by his new 
family) was confiscated 
from his original owner 
due to cruelty charges.
Our friends at CareFirst 
Animal Hospital 
performed a critical 
surgery to remove 
Dean’s severely 
damaged ear canals. 
This left Dean deaf but 
alleviated his suffering 
caused by years of 
neglect and untreated 
ear infections. 

From Homeless to Spokesdog: Eleanor an 8-year-old 
Pekingese mix was found wandering the streets by animal 
control. She had multiple health issues including several life-
threatening infections, tumors and bad teeth. But the saddest 
of all? Her toenails were so long they curled into the pads 
of her feet. After two months of care, including the generous 
services of CareFirst Animal Hospital, Eleanor found her 
forever home.

join us online @ www.spcawake.org   3



Foster homes are one of the 
most important factors in the 
SPCA’s life-saving mission. 
Each foster home expands the 

SPCA’s ability to take in homeless pets 
who have special needs or who require 
extra care.

But these extraordinary volunteers 
who open their homes and devote 
their time to animals in need, provide 
so much more than extra kennel space.

For many young animals, and ani-
mals with medical or behavioral needs, 
the stress of living in the shelter can be 
too much. And for these most vulner-
able pets, it’s the nurturing foster care 
that can mean the difference between 
life and death. 

Thanks to donor and volunteer sup-
port of the SPCA Foster Care Program, 
over 550 animal lives have been saved 
just from January through September 
of 2015. (See chart at right.) This is an 
incredible 55% increase over the same 
period in 2014 (198 more animals).

Home is where the heart is, even if 
it’s temporary...

My family became a foster home my 

first summer working at the SPCA. 
The warm summer months create a 

phenomena called “Kitten and Puppy 
Season.” This is where shelters across 
the country see a dramatic uptick in 
kittens and puppies coming through 
their doors. The drawn out months of 
Southern summers make for a seem-
ingly endless intake of puppies and 
kittens through spring, summer and 
well into fall. 

One summer day a litter of kittens 
came in and the SPCA had no empty 
kennels. The kittens were too small to 
spay/neuter, plus they needed a little 
socialization. That’s when I offered 
up my spare bedroom as a temporary 
foster home.

At the house, we set up a foster 
space for the new arrivals. We put the 
kittens in a large dog crate, complete 
with a litter box, climbing structure, 
and soft box for a bed. 

“Elf ” was one of the kittens in 
that very first litter. She was one of 
the most rambunctious kittens in the 
bunch, always picking on her sibling 
“asking” for wrestling matches. She 
was also the runt of the litter, the   

Fostering Love
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A chance
For Those Who 
Need a Little
Extra TLC
Darci VanderSlik, Marketing Manager, SPCA of Wake County

Dogs 29 out of 685 4.2%
Puppies 155 out of 763 20%
Cats 21 out of 448 4.5%
Kittens 355 out of 688 51%
Total fostered (Jan. - Sept. ’15) 560

Elf, rescued by the SPCA, takes time 
to explore her quiet foster home, 
where she is able to recover from 
an upper respiratory infection in a 

calm, stress-free environment. 

THE LIVES SAVED:
Numbers to be proud of! These 
are pets have benefitted from 
the SPCA’s Foster Program from 
January through September 2015.  

Elf’s sister, Gator Lucy, meets her 
foster parents for the first time. 

January through September 2014. 
Dogs 21 out of 636 3.3%
Puppies 101 out of 820 12%
Cats 26 out of 391 6.6%
Kittens 214 out of 627 34%
Total fostered (Jan. - Sept. ’14) 362 

A 55% increase from 2014!



tiniest of them all. Though she put extra pizzazz 
into all she did, she needed extra observation 
because she wasn’t gaining weight like the others, 
which can be a red flag in kitten health.

 We fed her special canned food, the smelliest 
kitten food we could find, and mixed a special 
prescription powder in with it. 

Many times I would need to check on her 
throughout the evenings and nights to be sure 
she was eating. It was hard to watch a kitten 
with so much life struggle. 

We mixed her food into liquid form and fed 
her tiny amounts with a syringe. She didn’t like 
it at first, but slowly got the hang of it. 

After days of feeding Elf with a syringe, she 
began to show interest in eating again on her 
own. There may or may not have been a happy 
dance involved in this step of the process. Slowly 
she started to eat kibble mixed with canned food. 
Her weight kept climbing, as did her energy.  

After 4 weeks of our foster journey, the kittens 
were healthy, happy and ready to return to the 
SPCA for final vaccines, spay/neuter surgery and 
finally, adoption.

Elf and her siblings recovered from spay/neu-
ter surgery that night at the SPCA’s Adoption 
Center. They were all adopted into loving homes 
within three days. 

Often, the animals who are most in need of 
foster placement are the ones who are sick or too 
young to survive without intensive human care. 
This was the case with Elf. 

Saving Lives Right MEOW 
Now, my family is one of 162 foster homes 

providing care to a growing number of homeless 
pets. Thanks to donor and volunteer support, 
the SPCA Foster Care Program has been able to 
expand and save an increasing number of home-
less pets each year.

The program is staffed with a full-time Foster 
Coordinator who works to place incoming 
animals with volunteers of all different levels of 
experience in pet care. 

Some volunteers can provide temporary care 
for a few days and others can provide extended 
care. Fostering an animal can be a tremendously 
rewarding experience and is a win for the ani-
mal’s health and a win for the shelter’s available 
animal holding space. 

Want to get involved? See page 10 to learn how.

Demodectic mange, caused by a microscopic skin mite, is 
a relatively common condition – in fact all dogs have a small 
number of these mites present on them. 

It’s only when the dog’s immune system becomes imbalanced 
that the mange can become generalized, which can then result in 
extreme discomfort, pain, itching, hair loss and secondary bacte-
rial infections.

Demodectic manage (also known as demodex) is easy to treat 
and not contagious. Dogs acquire a small number of these mites 
at birth or during nursing. This mite does not infect humans, 
cats or other mammals. (Fun fact, all of us mammals have our 
own particular skin mites crawling on us.)

How can a very common, very treatable 
infection be a death sentence for dogs?

 
Pain Medication................. $23.52
Antibiotics......................... $30.57
Antiparasitic........................ $3.62
Time in Foster Care.... PRICELESS

Lucy Before

Saving Lucy

join us online @ www.spcawake.org   5

Lucy After

continued on page 10

continued from page 5



A hound dog on a mission is 
a force to be reckoned with! 
If you’ve been to the SPCA 
Pet Adoption Center within 

the past 2 months you’ve probably 
met Deputy. 

This 1-year-old Treeing Walker 
Coonhound mix is a handsome, lanky 
hound with a booming voice and an 
outgoing personality. 

He is also a skilled door-dasher. Ev-
ery time a staff member or a volunteer 
or a visitor enters his room, he slips 
through the door and goes to visit his 
friends in the other adoption suites. 
Deputy is faster than a speeding bul-
let, and although he’s perfectly joyful 
when he goes on his frequent social 
calls, he is adept at avoiding us, no 
matter how clever our plans to retrieve 
him may be! 

To complicate matters, Deputy has 
an injury on his neck and shoulder, 
and in order to avoid irritating it as it 
heals, he can’t wear a regular collar.  

A Unique Problem for a Shelter Dog
No collar means no “handle” for 

people to hang onto when he zips 
past, and his uncanny knack for 
avoiding slip leads is nothing short of 
impressive. Even for a seasoned vet-
eran, the adorable, hilarious Deputy is 
a slippery customer. He’s consistently 
friendly with dogs and people, but it’s 
still not safe for him to be running 
around on his own in a place like the 
adoption center. 

We don’t want him to annoy a 
visitor’s dog, we don’t want him to 
frighten the cats, we especially don’t 
want him to discover the bunnies and 
let his Hound Flag fly.

Thinking Out of the Box to Get 
Deputy to Do What We Need

We’re faced with a conundrum: 
If Deputy can’t wear a regular collar 
and opening his door less frequently 
isn’t something we would consider, 
how can we ensure his safety, promote 

Pet Behavior
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By Molly Stone, Animal Behavior Specialist, SPCA of Wake County

Deputy makes the SPCA staff think 
outside of the box to accommodate 

his hound dog antics.

Above: Deputy enjoys some 
enriching time with his new owner.

We adopted Deputy, who has 
been renamed Walker, from 

the SPCA of Wake County 
in November. In just over 

24 hours he has gone from 
crazy pup to couch potato. 

He stole our hearts and will 
be the perfect buddy for me 
when my husband goes to 
basic training for US Army 

in January of 2016. We love 
our little dude to pieces and 

will spoil him rotten!

-Hollister Hayes Tice
Deputy’s Adopter

Deputy:
Being Kind 
& getting  
inside his 
mind



the healing of his injury, and keep him happy 
in his own space? Our plan was simple. We 
decided to make the best possible use of a very 
powerful tool. 

Enrichment! Simply put, “Enrichment” is 
anything that’s added to a habitat to make it 
more interesting for the residents. 

But it’s not just a big pile of dog toys. There 
are food-related enrichment items, like deer 
antlers and peanut butter; there are puzzle 
toys, which are objects that need to be “solved” 
before they dispense a reward, and there’s en-
richment that stimulates the senses of hearing, 
smell, and vision. It really can be just about 
anything, as long as the dog (or cat, or bunny, 
or human) receiving it actually cares about it. 
Enrichment that’s not interesting is just clutter!

The Answer to Deputy’s Debacle 
But how does enrichment solve the Deputy 

debacle? Well, instead of trying to improve our 
Deputy-catching skills, what we really needed 
was a way to help him learn to like being in his 
bedroom even more than he likes being loose. 

So, before entering Deputy’s room, we open 
the door just a crack and toss a few delicious 
morsels onto the floor (away from the door.) 
While he’s busy with the treats, we can walk in 
without worrying that he’s going to scoot past 
us before we have a chance to stop him. 

While he’s outside, we exchange all the en-
richment items and activities that are currently 
adorning his bedroom with a whole set of new 
stuff. We keep buckets of compelling objects 
right outside his door so that when he returns, 
he finds a whole new world waiting for him. 

An Exciting World Around Every Corner
We want Deputy to have the same sensation 

we have when the curtain goes up on a new set 
during a play each time he returns to his room. 

If we can accomplish that consistently, 
whenever Deputy returns from a walk or a 
potty break, he’ll become curious about the 
novel things he sees and smells, and his desire 
to check them out will be stronger than his 
desire to try to leave again.

Dogs like Deputy keep the SPCA Behavior 
Team on their toes and looking for new ways 
to solve pets’ behavior issues and find them 
loving homes.

-Hollister Hayes Tice
Deputy’s Adopter

Everywhere you look at the SPCA there are toys, games, 
and fun, unique opportunities for our adoptable pets to 
express their natural behaviors, and keep their minds 
occupied! There is a saying: “A tired pet is a happy 
pet.” We take that saying to heart, and try to keep our 
adoptable pets’ minds stimulated so when adopters 
visit, they are being their “happiest self” possible. 

Enrichment 
AROUND THE SHELTER

join us online @ www.spcawake.org   7

Iggy and Max tag team catching 
the string toy during their play 

session in the kitten room.

One of the SPCA’s 
bunny volunteers 
stopped by the 

NC Farmer’s 
Market to pick up 
fresh veggies for 

Olaf.

Curtis loved tennis balls so much, the SPCA staff 
filled up a room with them, and surprised him one 
afternoon! He rolled around and jumped with joy!

Ursula will play fetch 
until your arm can’t 
throw anymore! Then, 
like clockwork, she’ll 
walk herself into her 
crate to snuggle up 
for a long nap.

continued from page 6
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Moments That Warm Your Heart

s the nights get colder, the 
atmosphere at the SPCA 
gets warmer. Our adoptable 
pets want to cuddle more, 

and let’s face it, you don’t need to twist 
our staff’s arm to comply. The days are 
shorter, which means our lights burn 
brighter and the laughter seems to be 
louder. Have you ever seen a puppy’s first 
reaction to snow? 

It never gets old. 
We come up with creative ways to 

enrich the lives of the pets in our care 
to make their long nights full of activi-
ties and treats. Keeping our adoptable 
pets’ minds busy is key to happy, 
healthy lives. 

When winter weather strikes, our 
Animal Care Team kicks into high gear. 
If the SPCA Adoption Center needs to 
be closed for a few days because of dan-
gerous road conditions, our staff will 
sleep at the adoption center to care for 
the pets until reinforcements can arrive! 

GETTING SETTLED IN.
Tibs and Jill were 

rescued from a high 
intake shelter. It was 
a very rainy day, and 

they were both soaking 
wet. Because of your 
support we got them 
set up right away in a 

dry, cozy kennel. 

NEVER GIVE UP! 
Chelsea was abandoned in 

the SPCA’s lobby 2 years ago. 
She was returned for reasons 
out of her control. Good news 

is, she was adopted just in 
time to spend the holidays 

with her new family.

RESCUED! Sylvia, a 7-year-old 
terrier mix was surrendered at a 
high intake, rural NC shelter. Her 

owner said she was no longer 
able to physically care for Sylvia. 

She was adopted shortly after 
this photo was taken. 

TWO LITTLE LIVES 
SAVED

Tibs and Jill were 
brought in from a 

nearby shelter. They 
were both wet from the 

pouring rain. Though 
we don’t know much 

about their background, 
it was clear they were 
outside, soaking wet 

and alone. 

Photo by InBetween the Blinks Photography



UNDENIABLE HOPE 
Constance is a 10-year-old shepherd 

mix rescued by the SPCA.
She had two masses removed that 
are currently being evaluated for 
cancer. Because of you, the SPCA 

is able to go the extra mile to give 
Constance a home this Holiday 

season.

SO MUCH TO BE THANKFUL FOR THIS HOLIDAY. 
When the SPCA rescued Shimmer &Sparkle, they 
were covered in fleas which made them itchy and 
uncomfortable. Because of your support, the SPCA 
was able to treat the fleas and give these pups a 

complete physical exam immediately upon arrival. 

PLAYING IS 
SERIOUS BUSINESS

Chrissie was 
brought to the 

SPCA from a rural 
NC shelter. She 

was rescued with 
her mom and 

six siblings. The 
entire family was 
rescued because 

of your support of 
the SPCA’s Foster 
Program, where 
they stayed until 
they were all old 

enough to be 
adopted.

join us online @ www.spcawake.org   9

Photo by McCormick & Moore Photography



So why is an infection that is easy 
to treat and difficult to spread so often 
a death sentence for puppies and dogs 
in animal shelters?

The answer is time. Specifically 
time and space. Resolution of the 
mite infection can take weeks to 
months. This is a resource not often 
available to many animal shelters.

In addition, caring for an infected 
puppy can be time intensive, and, let’s 
be honest, possibly a little gross due to 
the crusty and oozing skin sores. 

Volunteer Time, Donor Support
Lucy came to the SPCA when she 

was four months old. She was itchy 
and in extreme pain. Her swollen skin 
was scabbed over and she struggled to 
enjoy the things most puppies love. 
And how could she? Everything hurt.

SPCA staff immediately started 
Lucy on a course of pain medication, 
antibiotics to treat her secondary bac-
terial infections and a daily dose of an 
oral medicine to wipe out the mites.

Now Lucy needed time to recover. 
But she needed so much more than 
just time. She needed someone (or 
several someones) to give her medi-
cine on a schedule, keep watch for any 
open sores, provide her enrichment 
(fun, companionship, potty training) 
and love, so she could be a puppy 
while she healed.

Thanks to a dedicated foster home, 
Lucy received the special month-long 
care that she needed. Thanks to do-
nors who support the SPCA’s Foster  
Program (which includes a full-time 
Foster Coordinator) the SPCA was 
able to provide the medical testing 
and treatment Lucy needed.

It Mite Be Love
This tiny mite that caused Lucy so 

much pain is a great example of the 
critical support temporary foster care 
provides animals in need.

After the demodex infection is 
cleared, dogs go on to lead perfectly 
normal and healthy lives. Giving these 
dogs the chance they when they are 

Saving Lucy  (continued)

most at risk, can provide a lifetime of 
reward.

Lucy was adopted in late August and 
is currently a happy puppy in her new 
home. She’s living a life that was given 
to her through the generosity of both 
time and money.  

Above: Lucy’s painful skin before treatment.

Donate your time and become a foster volunteer. 
Get started at www.spcawake.org/foster

Would you like to help support the SPCA’s Foster Care Program?
Give a gift of financial support.
Visit www.spcawake.org/donate
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So, Exactly How Much is That Puppy in the Window?
In the Foster story (above) about 

Lucy the puppy, we shared the 
exact costs the SPCA paid for the 

medical treatments that saved her life.
In case you missed it on page 5, 

here it is again: 
Pain Medication: $23.52
Antibiotics: $30.57
Antiparasitic: $3.62
For a grand total of $57.71
Of course the overall price tag to 

get the puppy ready for adoption was 

a little bit higher. Once Lucy’s medical 
expenses are added up (including the 
staff veterinarian’s time for the ini-
tial exam and rechecks; spay surgery, 
vaccines and microchip) the cost to 
give Lucy her life-saving medical care 
comes in at around $215.

Are you wondering how much 
3,300 “puppies in the window” cost? 
The medical expenses for the more 
than 3,300 homeless pets who are in 
desperate need of our care this year 

will be just over $450,000. 
The SPCA of Wake County pro-

vides a critical safety net for animals 
who have nowhere else to turn. 

Many of these animals are healthy 
and just need basic medical services. 
But many have extra needs – includ-
ing the very young, the senior animals, 
the injured and the sick animals. 

Before the year ends, the SPCA of 
Wake County needs additional sup-
port to save homeless animals and to 

continued from page 5

– by Mondy Lamb, Director of Development



SPCA’s Medical Program
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continue our ongoing community-wide, low-cost, spay/neuter services 
that prevent tomorrow’s unwanted pets.

If you’ve been prosperous this year and have a desire to help with a 
large gift, below are some expenses that, if funded, will move us forward 
very far, very fast.

If you’ve already given of your resources, or your time, or your heart 
this year to make this world a better place, we humbly and with deep 
gratitude say, THANK YOU.

If you haven’t yet given a gift in 2015 to save an animal’s life, please 
make your gift today – your support means the world to these pets in 
need, including Presley, Coleman and Gwen.

Dogs & Puppies 
Presley, a 3-year-old Labrador retriever mix, is alive today because of 

the SPCA’s treatment program that saves dogs from deadly heartworm 
disease. Presley, pictured right in a treatment kennel behind-the-scenes 
at the SPCA, is receiving her third and final treatment. 

• A gift of $5,000 will pay for the medicine, antibiotics and care to 
save 15 heartworm positive dogs. 
• A gift of $10,000 will pay for the needed vaccines for dogs and 
puppies for one year.

Cats & Kittens 
Coleman, a 2-month-old tabby kitten is alive today because of the 

SPCA’s medical program that treats kittens for respiratory infections. 
But Coleman’s needs go beyond just the antibiotics to clear his severe 
congestion. When kittens can’t smell, they often won’t eat and need 
extra staff care. 

• A gift of $5,000 will pay for the antibiotics and supportive care to 
save 300 cats and kittens. 
• A gift of $10,000 will pay for the needed vaccines for cats and 
kittens for one year.

Rabbits and Other Small Pets
Gwen, a 10-month-old bunny is alive today because of the SPCA’s 

medical program that offers specialized medical care for rabbits. So far 
in 2015, the SPCA has spent $3,980 in off-site medical care for more 
than 65 rabbits. The SPCA will provide care to 100 bunnies and small 
pets this year.

• A gift of $4,800 will pay for one year of off-site medical care for 
homeless rabbits.
• A gift of $14,000 will pay for the emergency medical care for 
dogs, cats and rabbits for one year.

continued from page 10

Presley

Coleman

Gwen

To give by phone, or learn more about the impact of your gift, please 
contact Mondy Lamb, Director of Development at 919.532.2086 or email 
at mlamb@spcawake.org.
Give by mail: SPCA of Wake County, 200 Petfinder Lane, Raleigh, NC 27603 
Gifts of stock: To gift stocks or appreciated securities, please contact 
Mondy Lamb (see above contact information.) Your gift is tax-deductible.
 

Make a Difference Today!
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Special Events

Fur Ball 2015
The Most Important Night of the Year for Homeless Pets

There are few words that can accurately describe 
the vibe inside a room full of enthusiastic, animal 
lovers motivated to make a difference. The night 

was electric and the funds raised will go beyond the walls 
of our shelter, into the community helping animals far into 
surrounding counties in North Carolina. In one night, the 
community raised over $230,000 for the homeless pets. 

Thank You Fur Ball Sponsors

Fur Ball photos courtesy of 
 McCormick & Moore Photography

Thank You Santa Paws 5K Sponsors:
CEI 

Merial
Waste Industries

Total Exposure Designs
CareFirst Animal Hospital

Raleigh Galloway Marathon Training

On Sunday, November 15th, over 550 runners and their dogs lined up in the 
early morning hours to pound ground to save lives! Together our community 
raised over $28,000 for the homeless pets in the SPCA’s care. 

A special thanks to celebrity Santa, Gerald Owens of WRAL-TV, and to Tara Lynn of 
InBetween the Blinks Photography for race photos. 

Linda and Joe Mims
Luther J. Hamlett
Jane Hilshoff Phillips

(Above) A guest takes a moment to enjoy 
some puppy breath during the silent 
auction. (Left) SPCA Executive Director, 
Kim Janzen, and WRAL-TV’s Gerald Owens 
address the crowd. 

Special thanks to the Fur Ball’s Emcees, WRAL-TV’s  
Gerald Owens and Tara Lynn, and Event Photographer 
McCormick & Moore Photography.

Santa Paws 5K Photos by 
InBetween the Blinks Photography

Ann and Jeff Calamos
Art and Kathie Raymond
Atlantic Avenue Orchid and Garden Center
Atlantic Tire & Service
Bank of North Carolina
Complete Pet Care Animal Hospital
Dale & Susan Oller
DocuSource of NC
Fidelity Bank
Frances O'Sullivan
Geeta Bhat, DDS
James and Delight Allen
Jeanne and Ed Ridpath
Jill and Tom Hendrickson
Jones Insurance Agency, Inc.
Langlois Construction Services, Inc.
Laura Kneavel & Mike Worsham
Linda and Bob Lee
Line-X of the Triangle
Lisa Whitley

Martha Marcom
Melissa and Tom Anderson
Mike and Lori Constantino
Nancy and Monty White
Parnell Hauling and Grading
Paul Sun
R.A. Jeffreys Distributing Company
Rives & Associates, LLP
Roger & Margaret Willis
Ron and Brenda Gibson
Shirley Phillips and Gary Jordan
Steven and Deborah Peedin
Ted Dann
Tom & Carolyn Maddox
Waste Industries

2015 Santa Paws 5K The largest, certified, competitive, dog-friendly 
race in the Triangle, with a touch of holiday spirit. 



Thank You Fur Ball Sponsors
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South Carolina Floods: When A Shelter Flooded, Your Support Allowed Us To Help

Opening Doors & Hearts

It was an early fall day when we got the 
call. Could we take dogs from the rising 
floodwaters in South Carolina? Their 

shelter had flooded. The dogs were there as 
the water slowly crept into their kennels. 
They were running out of time and needed 
immediate emergency placement. 
    The SPCA of Wake County, in 
partnership with the Humane Society of 
the United States, worked with a number 
of rescue organizations to transport the 
animals to Raleigh from the emergency 
shelter outside of Greenville, SC.  
     The 11 dogs rescued by the SPCA had 
been up for adoption at the shelter in SC 
but flooding interrupted their search for 
a new home. One thing was certain, they 
were happy to be safe, dry and loved.

SPCA staff members comfort the 
flood survivors as they arrive.

“Nancy” a yellow 
Labrador Retriever 

was rescued after her 
kennel flooded in SC.

(ABOVE) At Wedpics.com, a business 
Downtown Raleigh, a meeting’s agenda came 
to a halt as the staff made time to soak up 
the 15 minutes of kitten shenanigans. 

Dreams really do come true! On 
October 22 (National Cat Day), 
the SPCA partnered with Uber, the 

mobile app/transportation company to drive 
adoptable kittens around Raleigh, Durham 
and Chapel Hill for 15 minute play sessions 
(cost $30 donation).  
    For four hours, Uber cars carrying litters 
of kittens and an SPCA representative, drove 
through the Triangle taking nearly a hundred 
calls to visit area businesses. 
    Employees greeted the Uber cars in 
parking lots jumping, cheering and waving 
their arms in anticipation of the 15 minutes 
of stress relief. 
    The kittens (with no shortage of energy) 
made themselves at home in the conference 
rooms and office spaces. No keyboard was 
safe nor pencil un-pounced. 
    Best part of all? Just days after the event 
all the kittens were adopted into homes!  
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On-Demand 
Kitten Cuddles

The laughter was 
contagious. Conference 
calls were put on hold, 

and meetings were 
cancelled to make time 

for 15 minutes of 
kitten bliss.

 -Jan Hill, SPCA Staff 

(ABOVE) No keyboard was 
safe at Myriad Media’s 

office Downtown Raleigh.



South Carolina Floods: When A Shelter Flooded, Your Support Allowed Us To Help

ABOUT YOUR GIFT: Your donation will be used to support the SPCA of Wake County’s efforts to help companion animals and the people 
who love them in North Carolina. Donor Privacy Policy: We will never sell, share or otherwise distribute your name or any of your infor-
mation. The SPCA of Wake County is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. Your gift is tax-deductible. For more info call: 919-532-2083.

Financial information about this organization and a copy of its license are available from the
State Solicitation Licensing Branch at 1-888-830-4989. The license is not an endorsement by the State. join us online @ www.spcawake.org    15

r$15      r$25      r$50      r$100 

join us online @ www.spcawake.org   13

SPCA Calendar $10

Give a heartwarming and memorable gift for the holidays. This 
is the gift that gives twice. Your gift to help the animals will 
make a vital difference to a homeless pet and you will receive 
a gift card featuring pets recently rescued by the SPCA. 

Last-Minute Holiday Gifts
and NEW YEAR’S

Pet Sponsorship Cards (Range From) $35-$100
4”x8” Engraved Brick: $200
8”x8” Engraved Paver: $500

TO ORDER: visit www.spcawake.org/shop
or call 919-532-2088 or 919-532-7065

Calendar photos courtesy of
InBetween the Blinks Photography



Make It Your New Year’s 
Resolution to Walk!

GET INVOLVED TODAY! REGISTER AT: 
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REGISTRATION OPENS:
JANUARY 1, 2016
The SPCA of Wake County’s K9-3K Dog Walk 
is a benefit event to help homeless pets, 
plus a day of family-friendly, dog-friendly 
festivities. This annual event draws over 
4,000 people and 1,000 dogs each year. 
More than 60 vendors and sponsors offer 
pet-related products, and participants enjoy 
food, music, demonstrations and contests. 

It’s fun for people of all ages and dogs love 
the opportunity to socialize, to sniff and to 
be sniffed. 

Registration opens on January 1, 2016. 
Sponsorships are available now! For sponsor 
or vendor information, contact Maria 
Hernandez at mhernandez@spcawake.org.

NEW DATE: 
Saturday, April 2, 2016
 

NEW LOCATION: 
Koka Booth Amphitheatre
Regency Park, Cary NC


