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Founded in Raleigh, NC on June 7, 1967,  
we’ve been your local rescue organization 
for 50 years! Give local. rescue local.

We depend on 
donations to fund 
the life-saving 
programs of the 
SPCA of Wake County.

Kim Janzen
President/CEO

The SPCA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation. 
Tax ID#: 56-0891732

 ear Friends,  

I am writing you this letter at a 
very special time in the history of 
the SPCA of Wake County. First, 
there’s the recent history of the past 
year and the remarkable results 
YOU made possible in 2016. 

The numbers on the opposite 
page – and every single animal 
behind those numbers – are why we 
celebrate YOU, our most treasured 
friends and supporters.

Then, there’s the excitement of knowing that in 2017, the SPCA of Wake 
County will commemorate 50 years of helping people and saving animal 
lives in our community. Since 1967, this organization has been on the front 
lines of providing care, comfort and a new life for homeless pets who were 
desperate for help and had nowhere else to turn.

In front of us is a future filled with promise and potential for our growing 
impact and what we might accomplish in the NEXT 50 years. Over the last six 
months, the SPCA has worked to develop a five-year strategic plan. We have a 
profound obligation to the community to set the direction, chart the course, 
and begin a journey of leadership for the next 50 years. 

We envision a future where every animal in our community is wanted, cared 
for and loved; where no animal suffers; and every person truly understands the 
value of compassion for all living things. It is with that future in mind that I 
share with you the renewed mission and vision of the SPCA of Wake County: 

 
Our MISSION is to transform the lives of pets and people 
through protection, care, education, and adoption.   
Our VISION is to create a humane community. 

Today, the SPCA of Wake County begins a new half-century committed 
to the values of compassion, collaboration, respect, integrity and innovation. 
Today, we stand on the solid foundation of the last 50 years knowing that our 
true strength lies in each of you and what we can do together.

It was Albert Einstein who said, “The best way to predict the future is to cre-
ate it.” Please join us on the first steps of our journey to create a new future for 
the pets – and people – of our community.
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2016  Impact Report 
you helped make this possible! thank you!

2016 impaCt RepoRt

 

Financial stewardship
* source: 2015 SPCA 990 tax filing 

1,565
1,636

138

3,424  live outcomes

1,097
 39 pets

Pets of low-income, homebound 
senior citizens receive regular 
deliveries of pet food and supplies 
through the AniMeals main 
program. Another 10 groups 
receive animal food and supplies 
through this program.

More: www.spcawake.org/990

89.8 cents out of every dollar goes 
to programs and program support

10.2 cents goes to fundraising

other outcomes
In 2016, a total of 3,482 animals were admitted into the care 
of the SPCA. The SPCA takes in animals from all over, in many 
different states of health. In addition, neonatal puppies and 
kittens born to mothers in stressful shelter situations face an 
uphill battle. Euthanasia at the SPCA is performed with kind-
ness and dignity to relieve suffering and is a part of providing 
humane care to animals who are suffering.
In 2016: 17 animals died and 41 animals were euthanized at 
the SPCA or while in the care of our veterinary partners.

The SPCA Foster Care Program is vital to saving the 
lives of puppies, kittens and injured animals who need 
time to heal medically.

YOU – and your gift of money, of time, of in-kind support – made a difference in 2016. 
Thanks to you, the SPCA of Wake County continues to achieve impressive, tangible, measurable results that help 
create a better community for everyone. We are passionate about showcasing this life-saving work that you make 
possible. You are our partner, so please let us hear any questions you may have and we’ll provide answers.  
– Mondy Lamb, Director of Development contact: mlamb@spcawake.org   

1,550  active volunteers

number of pets spayed/neutered in the Saving Lives Spay/Neuter Clinic (2009-2016)
(does not include pets fixed through the SPCA spay/neuter voucher program.) # 46,107

5,971  pets spayed/neutered 46,107
309,385

# of animal births prevented 
who likely would have 

needed shelter 
services in the future

1,020 animals fostered
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A Look Back

Best of 2016

Photos courtesy of McCormick & Moore Photography and InBetween the Blinks Photography.

A goal without a plan is just a dream. 
At the SPCA, we make sure to dream big, make a plan and achieve it! 

Here are some of our most memorable accomplishments of 2016.

Pictured: Minnie shows her 
appreciation for all of long-time 
volunteer Christine’s hard work.

1) Volunteers Set a Record
The SPCA saw a record number of 
volunteers – 1,550 active volunteers! 
Of those volunteers, 166 logged 40-99 
hours of volunteer time and 120 people 
volunteered more than 100 hours in 
just one year. Shelter pets  volunteers!

2) Donors Go the Distance
The SPCA relies on community partners 
and donations to save lives. In June and July 
CareFirst Animal Hospital offered a double 
match in dollars to veterinary services. 
SPCA supporters rose to the challenge and 
met the goal of raising $100,000! Wow!
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3) Most Memorable Cat Adoption
After living in her second home for 
six months, Sassafras was returned 
to the SPCA in October of 2015.  
She waited 13 longs months, but 
her patience paid off. Her new 
adopter found her in November 
and they are a perfect match.

4) Most Memorable Dog Adoption
Tyson’s allergies intimidated some 
would-be adopters, so Tyson waited 
more than one year before he 
found a family. He was adopted in 
September and now has two smaller 
doggie siblings and two human 
siblings.

5) Cat Tales Reading Program
Two high school seniors helped the 
SPCA launch a reading program for 
children over the summer. Children 
improved their reading skills, gained 
confidence and the kitties enjoyed 
the extra attention.

6) Clear the Shelters
The SPCA teamed up with seven 
area shelters along with WRAL for a 
full day of fee-waived adoptions. 
We cleared our Holding Center 
and sent 88 animals to new and 
loving homes!

7) Puppy Mill Rescue
We answered the call to take in 
13 dogs from a puppy mill bust 
in Cabarrus County in October.  
The dogs were found in dirty cages 
and many needed intense medical 
treatment. All were quickly adopted.

8) Foster Homes Save Lives
Foster families save lives by giving 
pets a place to stay if they aren’t 
quite ready for adoption. In 2016, 
1,020 animals were fostered in 
the SPCA’s Foster Care Program. 
(Including the 6 kittens above!)

9) Expanded Adoption Hours
In order to increase the number of 
animals saved, the SPCA expanded 
adoption hours in 2016. The Pet 
Adoption Center is now open to the 
public seven days a week!

10) Spay/Neuter Clinic 
Since opening in 2009, 46,107 pets 
have been spayed/neutered through 
this program built and funded by 
donors. More: 309,385 births of 
animals needing shelter services in 
the future were prevented!

11) Social Superstars
The SPCA had a steady stream of 
new followers on social media. We 
wrapped up 2016 with 37,220 
fans on Facebook, 4,616 Twitter 
Followers and 6,553 followers on 
Instagram.  #awesome



Heroes, 
Survivors, 
and Celebrities:
life after the spca

t the SPCA, one of the first things we do when a pet 
comes into our care is gather information about their life      
before the SPCA appeared on the scene. 

During their stay, we keep medical records and take meticulous 
notes about their behavior. If they learned a new trick, we make 
a note. If we discovered any likes or dislikes, we make a note. 
The pet has a story and we follow it very closely while he or 
she is with us. Then, when that animal is adopted, our part in 
their story stops. But we know an adoption is not an end, but a 
beginning. 

We know SPCA pets go on to have wonderful lives. Sometimes 
we get lucky and an adopter recognizes just how much we want 
to hear about how the pet adjusted. When we get updates about 
SPCA pets and their post-adoption lives, it is a welcome reminder 
of why we do what we do. Recently, four adopters shared their 
pet’s post-adoption story with us (complete with photos!) so we 
could see how much their lives have changed, be they human, 
canine, or feline. For these five pets, we are able to add to the 
story and see what a difference adoption can make.

 Saying these dogs and cats are adopted is only half the story. 
They are soulmates. They are heroes. They are celebrities. They 
are survivors. They are thriving.
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You MatterAll Thanks to You
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by Beth Schulman, Communications CoordinatorA True Story, I Promise

Above: Absolutely, positively, no dogs on 
the furniture. Demson in his new home, 
snuggles on the couch, like any good furry 
soulmate will do.

Above: Demson at the SPCA



Excitable dogs like Demson can have a hard time living 
in an animal shelter. Visitors would see Demson’s 
pent-up energy and decide he was too much dog for 

them. This went on for five long months while Demson 
waited for a home.

But when Patricia met Demson she fell in love. The only 
problem was Patricia hadn’t intended to fall in love that day.

In fact, Patricia had a list:
Patricia wasn’t looking for an adult dog (she wanted 

a puppy); she wasn’t looking for a pit bull; and most 
importantly, she didn’t want to bring a new dog into her life 
until she completely healed from a recently broken leg.

Still, she visited Demson several times over the next 
couple of weeks. Ultimately, she decided he belonged with 
her and she couldn’t wait any longer. Still in a leg brace, she 
adopted Demson. 

Oh, and Patricia had another rule that she quickly broke 
for Demson: No dogs on the furniture. Demson enjoys the 
couch and the bed.

Sometimes the right dog comes at what seems like 
the wrong time. Patricia knew they were soulmates and 
she would have to make the timing work. Patricia says, 
“Demson has brought so much love, laughter and joy into 
my world, I just cannot express how much Demson has 
insinuated himself into my life.” 

Early last year Abby was just another plain brown 
hound dog that nobody wanted. She was surrendered 
to a nearby animal shelter then transferred into the 

care of the SPCA. At the SPCA, Abby received special care 
and attention from the Behavior Staff to help her be less 
fearful and more sociable.

Abby was adopted into a home where she is not just loved 
but loved and needed. Abby now has a job. Abby is a trained 
service dog for her owner providing support for post-
traumatic-stress-disorder (PTSD). 

According to Abby’s adopter, “Abby comes to class with 
me and everyone in my town and at school knows her and 
loves her.” The feeling is mutual, as Abby loves everyone 
she meets. “She’s one of the few service dogs strangers are 
allowed to pet and she takes advantage of this on a daily basis 
saying hello to everyone from age 3 to 83.” Even though 
Abby has a job to do, she’s far from all work and no play. 
Her mom says despite being almost two years old, “as soon 
as her work vest comes off she turns into a bouncy puppy.”

In our eyes, that makes her a hero! Abby and her mom 
found each other and became inseparable partners. Their 
story is a shining example of how supporting the SPCA also 
helps people.

NOW Abby enjoys car rides and spending time with her 
canine big brother, but sometimes you just need to 
snuggle on the couch with your family.

THEN

After waiting 
5 months to 
be adopted, 
Demson takes 
daily trips to 
the park then 
relaxes at home 
on the couch.

THEN

join us online @ www.spcawake.org   7

NOW

– continued on page 8

SPCA pets are heroes.

SPCA pets are soulmates.



Batman the cat stayed at the SPCA for more than four weeks 
while he waited for a loving home. He craved attention but 
often hid in a cubby, afraid to venture out and introduce 

himself to potential adopters. 
Luckily for him, his adopter saw Batman’s potential 

to be a devoted friend. She brought him home 
knowing it was just a matter of time before his nerves 
stopped getting the better of him.

Boy was she right. Not only is Batman no longer 
shy. He’s practically famous! 

This tripod celebrity has more than 4,700 followers 
on Instagram. That’s quite a lot of attention for a kitty 
who wouldn’t leave the safety of his cat cave just a year 
and a half earlier. 

Batman’s adopter, Lauren, says he wasn’t always this 
sociable. “The first few days he was very scared and 
wouldn’t come out much from under the bed.” After 
about a week he was comfortable with all the new 
sounds like the hair dryer, the washing machine, and 
the air conditioning.

As soon as he was comfortable, his true 
personality could shine. According to Lauren, 
“Batman may only have three legs, but you’d 
never know it. He loves to run around the 
apartment and play.” 

At another shelter, Batman might not have  
had the adjustment time he needed to be 
noticed by a family. Thanks to your support, 
Batman wasn’t working with a deadline. He 
was able to wait for the right person to take 
him home and help him reach his potential.

THEN

Above: You know you’ve 
made it when people 
are making you fan art.

You can see more 
of Batman’s photos @ 

instagram.com/mrbatcat
AND stop by the SPCA @ 
instagram.com/spcaofwakecounty

8    SPCA CRITTER CHATTER MAGAZINE  |  Spring 2017

continued from page 7 — Heroes, Survivors and Celebrities
SPCA pets are celebri ties.



In 2010, an animal research laboratory in Corapeake, North Carolina 
was shut down and its animals seized due to animal cruelty charges.
Video was released showing employees kicking dogs, slamming 

cats into cages, and screaming obscenities at the 
animals for showing fear and being uncooperative.

The SPCA of Wake County rescued 36 of the 
survivors of the laboratory. Some of the animals 
seemingly recovered from their trauma quickly, but 
we knew others might take years. 

Orion and Angus were among the pets rescued 
by the SPCA and were eventually adopted together. 

From the start, Orion was more willing to 
engage and his adopter, Andrew, says he’s still “a 
master of all the essential bonding rituals, always 
ready for a head-butt, cheek-rub, and warm lap to 
settle down on.” 

Angus was much more reluctant when it 
came to human interaction. According to Andrew, 
“his wariness was so extreme, he’d dash away the 
moment I approached him” and Andrew had 
little hope of ever being able to pick him up. That 
was six years ago, but with a bit of time and a 

lot of patience “Angus opened up in ways I never would 
have dreamt possible. He’s confident, playful, and effusive 
with his affections, actively seeking me out.” Andrew says, 
“When I pick him up, he’ll flop his head against my chest, 
holding it there peacefully, and it melts my heart.”

Above: Angus 
(black) and Orion 
(orange tabby) can 
relax and enjoy the 
sunshine and each 
other. Look closely 
and you can still 
see the identifying 
numbered ear 
tattoos from their 
days as test animals.

In 2016, the SPCA placed 3,339 pets into loving 
homes. That’s several thousand pets who are now 
enjoying warm beds, tasty treats, fun toys, and 
quality time with their families. 

Several thousand pets who aren’t shivering 
in the cold, finding a dry place to stay when it 
rains, or searching for food that may not be there. 
Community support enabled us to rescue these 
animals and get them healthy and happy so they 
could have a fresh start. 

Your generosity means the SPCA has the 
resources to say yes when pets like Angus, Orion, 
Abby, Demson, Batman and thousands of others 
need help. It means they have a new life. It means 
they can thrive.

If you ever thought your support wouldn’t 
make a difference, I hope you realize now that it 
makes all the difference in the world.

join us online @ www.spcawake.org   9

THEN

SPCA pets are survivors.
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In the News

Shuester the cat just can’t 
seem to make a family stick. 
Adopted from the SPCA as a 
kitten, he was returned by his 

first family when one of his humans 
developed severe allergies to him.

He was adopted fairly quickly after 
that, but after another couple of years, 
his second family, too, had to return 
him to us. This time he came back 
because of his own medical issues, 
which his veterinarians couldn’t resolve 
and his family couldn’t afford. 

When he came back to us this 
time around, Shuester was wearing 
an Elizabethan Collar, aka a Cone of 
Shame, and he was wearing it 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week.

Down On His Luck 
Why would a cat need to spend all 

of his hours wearing an accessory that 
made him look like a giant, plastic 
satellite? In Shuester’s case, it was 

because he couldn’t stop grooming 
himself. He groomed himself so 
frequently and so fervently that he 
had large bald patches on his side and 
belly, and until he came back to the 
SPCA, nobody had been able to figure 
out why. There were plenty of working 
theories that ranged from food allergies 
to fleas to inhaled irritants but the 
treatments he received invariably failed.

The SPCA’s medical team put Shu 
on a strict anti-allergen diet but when 
that didn’t work, they brought me onto 
the case so we could try to tackle his 
issues from a behavioral standpoint.

Sometimes, as a response to stress, 
animals (including humans) will repeat 
otherwise normal behaviors to such an 
extent that the quality of their lives are 
affected. 

That’s called compulsivity, and to 
me, that label really seemed to fit poor 
Shuester. In fact, even while wearing 
his cone, he frequently couldn’t stop 

grooming…but it was the inside of the 
cone itself that was getting the constant 
attention. 

Trying Something New
Keeping an animal from being able 

to – or better yet, from wanting to – 
display his compulsive behavior is one 
of the first steps to helping him recover. 
Since we know compulsive repetition 
is a response to stress, the first thing to 
do is reduce stress as much as possible. 

So we moved Shuester from the 
adoption room to one of our managers’ 
offices. We put up signs letting people 
know where he was if they’d like to 
visit, and in so doing, we were able to 
get him some solo-cat space in a quiet, 
relaxed environment where someone 
was with him almost all the time. 

During his office stay, Shuester had 
lots of activities and toys to keep him 
busy, and we were careful to rotate 
them every day so he didn’t have time 

Saving Shuester
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Escaping
the Cone
of Shame
by Molly Stone-Sapir, Animal Behavior Specialist

– continued on page 11



to grow bored with any of them. 
Some were bigger hits than others, 
but all were opportunities for Shu to 
do something – anything – other than 
groom himself bald. 

Providing an animal with some 
control over his own body and space 
is another way to reduce stress, so 
Shuester was never forced to visit with 
people and he was never forced to 
endure petting or hugs or playtime if 
he didn’t ask for it on his own. 

Pretty soon Shuester’s grooming 
became a little less constant and he was 
a bit more easy to interrupt when he 
did start in on the process. 

The next step in combatting 
compulsivity disorder is to install 
a new “default” behavior that’s not 
compatible with the one we’re trying 
to extinguish. 

In other words, teach the animal to 
do something other than groom when 
he feels worried – something that’s 

significantly more rewarding. 
Shuester’s issue was licking his 

sides and belly. A lot. He was doing it 
because, for whatever reason, it made 
him feel good. So, we gave him other 
stuff to lick. We put sticky, delicious 
stuff on file cards and taped them to 
the walls in Shuester’s office at varying 
heights. We used honey, Nutri-Cal, 
maple syrup, peanut butter, and even 
regular butter! 

We moved the cards around 
throughout the day so he could play 
the “seek-and-lick” game over and over 
with novel results. We also put some 
of those sticky, delicious things right 
on Shuester himself, because after all, 
when he was licking honey off his 
right front foot, he couldn’t possibly be 
grooming his belly! 

A Happy Interruption
Compulsivity takes more than a day 

or two (or twelve) to truly modify, and 

as luck had it, Shuester’s new family 
met, fell in love with, and took him 
home before our whole program was 
complete. But that’s still wonderful 
news for him, because his family has 
the information they need to continue 
his behavior modification and also 
information Shu’s new vet may be 
able to use when prescribing medical 
treatment in the future. 

Many shelters are not equipped 
to diagnose or treat compulsive 
stereotypies. Sometimes, animals that 
begin exhibiting such behavior in 
shelter environments end up being 
euthanized because they truly seem to 
be suffering and the staff don’t know 
how to begin to help. 

At the SPCA of Wake County, 
compulsivity isn’t the end of the road. 
As something we can frequently treat, 
it becomes a small detour on the way 
to a happy life. Thank you for making 
that possible for us!

join us online @ www.spcawake.org   11

If you weren’t at the Santa Paws 5K, then you 
missed the sea of yellow. No, it wasn’t a cloud of 
pollen. It was hundreds of CareFirst Animal Hosptial 
bandanas and ear warmers bringing a bit of cheer 
to human and canine runners alike. Our trusted 
veterinary partner, CareFirst Animal Hospital, 
handed them out then donated $1 in veterinary 
services for every ear warmer or bandana that 
crossed the finish line. Thank you CareFirst!

Sponsor Spotlight

— continued from page 10



SPCA Social Scene
The SPCA has been out and about. 

Thank you to all our community partners!

BUDDY’S BEST BETS
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More than 450 people came out in cold weather 
ready to make a difference and burn off some pre-
Thanksgiving calories for the SPCA Santa Paws 5K. 
The SPCA proudly welcomed Gerald Owens, with 
WRAL, who once again donated his time to serve 
as celebrity Santa for the event and for post-race 
photos by InBetween the Blinks Photography.

People celebrated the holidays and their giving 
spirits in early December at the CEI Wrap It in Red Party. 
Attendees enjoyed food, photos with Santa and had a 
chance to win a puppy party from the SPCA of Wake 
County. Money raised at the event benefited the SPCA 
as well as the Me Fine Foundation. 

SANTA PAWS 5K CEI WRAP IT IN RED PARTY
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Introducing our 2017 SPCA 
Ambassador, Buddy! Buddy is three 
years old and won the honor to 
represent the SPCA as part of a 
live auction prize at the 2016 
Fur Ball.  He loves to play and 
will be sharing his “Best Bets” for 
up-coming events supporting the 
SPCA. Welcome Buddy!  
Photo courtesy of:
InBetween the Blinks Photography 

BUDDY’S BEST BETS
• February 19 – Pet Loss Support Group
• March 3 – Dog Walk early-bird registration ends
• March 5 – Cat Yogathon 
• March 13-18 – Carolina Hurricanes donation drive
• March 19 – Pet Loss Support Group
• April 29 – SPCA K9-3K Dog Walk & Woofstock
• June 7 – Founded in Raleigh on June 7, 1967, –
  the SPCA turns 50 today 
• October 7 - Annual SPCA Fur Ball (sponsorships 
  and tables on sale now!)

DETAILS: www.SpcAwAkE.Org/EvEnTS

join us online @ www.spcawake.org   13

Left: Snow and ice 
postponed the race 
hosted by Fit & Able 
Productions, but didn’t 
impact the final turnout.  
The event set a new 
participation record with 
700 runners and 100 
dogs breaking a sweat 
to benefit the SPCA at 
WakeMed Soccer Park. 

Right: Each week you can learn 
about our adoptable animals and 
programs during the NewsHound 
segment with news radio 680 
wpTF! Segments air Friday 
afternoons and feature our Animal 
Behavior Specialist, an adoptable 
dog and radio host Josh Zach.
Left: Our animals are also featured 
on wrAL at noon on Thursdays and 
Fridays. Three-month old Juno was 
a little nervous about all the lights, 
camera and action, but stole hearts 
quickly during his appearance 
January 12th.

Above: When a military veteran, fighting breast-
cancer for the third time, called on us to help her 
re-home her dogs due to her health, we answered.  
The SPCA took in Cadet (a former SPCA dog) and his 
brother Rocky in January. We shared their story on our 
blog and 132 people shared our Facebook post. Both 
dogs were adopted within a week of arriving at the 
SPCA, bringing peace to their owner knowing they 
would we be well-loved and cared for in new homes.

Right: Legends 
Cary Towne 
Apartments 
stopped by to 
visit and pres-
ent us with 
a check for 
$1,700. Each 
year, they do-
nate a portion 
of all of their 
pet fees to the 
SPCA of Wake 
County! 

HOT CHOCOLATE RUN AND DOGGIE DASH CADET & ROCKY GO VIRAL

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

PETS IN THE NEWS



It’s hard not to smile when Breslin 
walks into the room. He has a 
calm, yet confident demeanor. He 
is accepting, loving and radiates 

when he’s the center of attention. Does 
he enjoy the pats and “good boys?” 

You bet. But what he loves most is 
that when he is the center of attention, 
children and families facing some of 
the most difficult battles of their lives 
are no longer focused on something 
negative.

“The presence of a therapy dog at 
the hospital allows kids to connect 
with something familiar in what can 
be a scary and difficult place,” explains 
Leslie Haller, Breslin’s owner.  Certified 
through Therapy Dogs International, 
the two volunteer at WakeMed Hospi-
tal, the Ronald McDonald House and 
other local organizations.

“His infectious love of life spreads to 
all who share even a small pet or two,” 
Leslie added.

Leslie and Joe Haller adopted their 

first dog Jackson from the SPCA in 
2008 when they moved to Raleigh. 
They began walking in the SPCA K9-
3K Dog Walk in 2009 and have now 
walked every year since. 

In 2011, the Haller’s lost Jackson 
to cancer. Leslie and Joe returned to 
the SPCA and found Breslin (named 
for Leslie’s alma mater, Michigan State). 
They first spotted Breslin outside the 
pet adoption center while he was being 
wheeled across the parking lot, post-
surgery, from the SPCA Spay/Neuter 
Clinic. The Hallers came the next day 
and made the adoption official.

With Breslin on board, Leslie and 
Joe continued to make the annual Dog 
Walk part of their yearly tradition. 

Supporting the cause animal welfare 
was such a big part of both of their 
lives that Joe knew it would be the per-
fect place to ask Leslie to be his wife. In 
2015, he worked with SPCA volunteer 
photographer Tara Lynn (InBetween 
the Blinks Photography) to arrange for 

the surprise proposal at the Dog Walk’s 
annual souvenir photo booth. Leslie of 
course said “YES” and Breslin was right 
in the middle of the big moment.

The couple included Breslin in their 
engagement photos and while he didn’t 
attend the official wedding ceremony, 
they did have a special photo session 
the day before the wedding just for him.

They know how Breslin has infused 
not just their family but the commu-
nity with love and hope and they aim 
to give other animals and families that 
same chance by supporting the SPCA.

As Leslie explains, “Breslin thor-
oughly enjoys all of his therapy work 
and has found his true work in life. It's 
only my job to help him share his gift 
with others.”

Leslie, Joe and Breslin will be three 
of the incredible group of 4,000 com-
ing out to make a difference at the 
annual Dog Walk and Woofstock this 
April 29. We hope to see YOU there 
too! You are family!

The SPCA’s extended family includes all who make the mission possible!
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Pictured: SPCA-adopted Breslin is the center of 
family life (he was even there for the wedding 
proposal, above). Breslin is also the center of 
attention at places like the Ronald McDonald 
House, where he serves as a certified Therapy Dog. 
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In the News

To celebrate the important 
milestone achievement of 
50 years of community 
impact, the SPCA of Wake 

County has created a new engagement 
opportunity for supporters.

We are proud to announce the 
formation of the Animal Legacy 
Society of North Carolina, to engage 
and thank people who remember the 
SPCA of Wake County through a will, 
trust, designation or other planned gift.

The SPCA Is a Legacy
Legacy giving has always been a vital 

part of the SPCA. In fact, the impact 
of a single planned gift – made 50 years 
ago – can still be felt today. 

In 1967, Mrs. Martha Gappins of 
Whiteville, NC passed away and left 
$5,000 of her estate to help the animals 
that she loved dearly. She left her gift to 
the Raleigh SPCA, assuming the capital 
city must have an organized animal 
welfare presence.

This gift, and Mrs. Gappins desire 
for the sum to make a lasting impact, 

found just the right people active in the 
Raleigh philanthropic community. And 
the SPCA was born. 

Now, 50 years, over 300,000 
animals saved and countless human 
lives touched later, we invited you to 
continue this proud legacy. 

Legacy giving does not require a 
large income or big estate. Legacy 
giving only requires a thoughtful 
intention to make a difference by 
identifying a charitable organization in 
your will or estate plan.

50 Years, 50 Founding Members 
To join, only a statement of intent 

to leave a gift to the SPCA of Wake 
County is required. If the SPCA of 
Wake County is already named in your 
plans, we will ask that you review the 
name and our tax ID number just to 
ensure accuracy and to protect your 
beneficiary intentions.

Contact us today and help us 
reach our goal of 50 founding society 
members to celebrate a legacy of 50 
years! 

50 Years

Pictured: On the drive outside the SPCA Pet Adoption Center, 
shelter pup Rosie enjoys the late afternoon sunshine.

CELEBRATING

Animal Legacy Society 
of North Carolina

This information provided is not intended to be legal or tax advice. For such advice, please 
consult an attorney or tax advisor.

SPCA of Wake County’s
Join Today

CONTACT:
Will Anzenberger
Director of Major Gifts
plannedgiving@spcawake.org
phone: 919-532-2082

Looking Back, Moving forward

join us online @ www.spcawake.org   15

MORE:
www.spcawake.org/legacy 
Tax ID #: 56-0891732 
Legal name: SPCA of Wake County

WE WANT YOU TO: 
Be inspired by all that the SPCA 
has achieved in the last 50 
years. Be inspired by the mission 
of the SPCA and its commitment 
to saving lives in the community. 
Be inspired by your role in help-
ing continue this legacy.

CONTACT US TODAY TO:
• Join the Animal Legacy Society 
• Explore your individual 
   planned giving options. 

Animal Legacy Society members 
share a dedication to the SPCA 
of Wake County and to the com-
munity.  But every act of giving 
is personal and unique. Please 
contact us to discuss your pref-
erences. (All requests are confi-
dential and commitment free.)



In order to be the successful event that 
the animals need it to be, the Dog Walk 
is in full swing – right now!  

When successful, the Dog Walk supports 
SPCA programs throughout the year and saves 
the lives of thousands of pets. 

A successful Dog Walk means hundreds of 
people have been out fundraising for weeks or 
months. They have reached out to friends and 
neighbors and acquaintances asking for their 
support. They’ve had friendly competitions 
with colleagues to see who can raise the most 
money. There have been bake sales and people 
going door to door. 

Last year, 12-year-old Preston raised more 
than $5,000 by asking anyone and everyone 
to support the cause he believes in. Without 
people like Preston, the dog walk is just a day 
of fun with a crowd of animal lovers. Granted, 
that is a great way to spend the day, but by 
itself that won’t keep the SPCA running and 
it won’t save lives. Knowing this, there is just 
one question: What does it take to have a 
successful dog walk?

The Dog Walk cannot be successful 
without YOU! The Dog Walk runs on 
something called Peer to Peer Fundraising. 
Simply put, you, as part of the SPCA 
network, reach out to your own network 

– friends, family, coworkers, etc. Members 
of your network support you because 
they care about you and, in turn, your 
supporters indirectly become our 
supporters.

Because of that, the SPCA’s network 
is exponentially increased for this one 
event. We think a little basic math will 
illustrate what we mean and show you we 
cannot overstate your importance.

Last year 2,000 people registered for 
the dog walk. Of them, more than 1,400 
participants paid their registration but 
didn’t raise money beyond that. Perhaps 
they thought their efforts wouldn’t make 
a difference. But you can make a greater 
difference than you realize.  

If each of those 1,400 participants had 
raised $20, that’s an additional $28,000 
for the Dog Walk. Let’s take that one step 
further. If each of those 1,400 people had 
gotten $20 from 5 of their friends, that’s an 
additional $140,000! WOW. 

So you see we are not exaggerating. If 
everyone commits to raising something it 
will have a big impact for the pets we want to 
save, but it all falls apart if someone says “I 
won’t make a difference.” Trust us, you matter. 
You will make a difference.

It’s more than just a walk. It’s a statement. It’s a stand.  
It’s taking the time to make a difference. 
And it’s happening now ...

CELEBRATING

Get involved today! www.spcawake.org/walk

&WOOFSTOCK
WALK

When: Now!  
Come celebrate with us:  
Saturday, April 29 
10am-3pm 
Koka Booth Amphitheatre
Regency Park, Cary, NC

YES! Every little bit 
counts. Log on to see 
step by step instructions 
on how to become a 
powerful fundraiser for 
the animals!


