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CRITTER CHATTER

MAGAZINE

The SPCA of Wake County — 
Your local rescue 
organization since 1967.
Give Local. Rescue Local.

A reminder why your 
gift is so very important
The SPCA of Wake County relies on donations 
to fund our life-saving programs. We are not 
government funded so we do not receive any 
federal, state or local tax dollars. Plus, we are 
not affiliated with, nor do we receive funding 
from the ASPCA or the HSUS. 

I am writing you today as a temporary hostage of a kitten who may very well be 
the most adorable muse of all time. Her name is Nikki and as she alternates between 
curling up on my lap and curiously exploring my desk, I am struck by the transfor-
mative power of your support for the homeless pets who come through our doors.

Nikki arrived at the SPCA in early November from one of our valued shelter 
partners after she was caught as a two-week-old kitten and nursed back to health.  
By the time she reached the age where she could be adopted, this overwhelmed 
and under-resourced municipal shelter had run out of space to house her while she 
waited for her new family. 

I know it won’t be long before someone scoops her up and takes her home, so 
for now, I am simply enjoying this moment. It’s a welcome measure of calm in a 
time of frenzied activity. Most of the time, when we are surrounded by the swirl of 
constant change, the most important thing we can do is simply pause. Enjoy the 
moment. Breathe in the moment. Practice gratitude in the moment. 

I have a profound sense of appreciation for the lives of the people and pets who 
have been forever changed because of your support. By the end of this year, the lives 
of more than 3,000 homeless pets will be utterly transformed – from threatened to 
safe. From lonely to loved. From frightened to fearless. From sick to healthy. From 
hurt to healed. And from abandoned to adored. 

It is a triumph of spirit, generosity and compassion that so many animals who 
came to us in need will spend the holidays with a loving family and all the comforts 
of home. It is something made possible solely because you and thousands of other 
generous people believe in and invest in the work of the SPCA of Wake County. 

I hope you’ll take a moment during this busy holiday season to pause, appreciate 
those you love, and remember the difference you made for the pets and people in 
our community. From the bottom of my heart, thank you, for making it all possible. 

With gratitude,

Dear Friends, 
Happy Holidays to you and yours (two-legged and four-legged)!

Kim Janzen
Executive Director



Dear Friends, 
Happy Holidays to you and yours (two-legged and four-legged)!

Your gift is tax-deductible! Give by phone: 919-532-2083 | Give online: www.spcawake.org  
The SPCA of Wake County is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation. Federal Tax ID#: 56-0891732
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Until 15 minutes ago, I 
thought I had selected a 
shining example of how 

your support makes it possible 
for the SPCA of Wake County to 
achieve its mission and make a 
real difference in our community!

Then, I saw these pictures. In 
them, the impact of your support is 
so clear it’s almost painful. 

When Scuttle came to the 
SPCA he only weighed 14 pounds. 
You could count every rib and 
feel every vertebrae. He barely 
had the strength to stand. But 
staff slowly nursed him back to 
health. Now he is a big puppy 
with a family who loves him.

And then there is Antoinette, 
who lived through such horrible 
neglect and pain. Now, her family 
... well, why don’t you just look to 
the right and see for yourself?

What was I going to share with 
you before the pictures? Financial 
reports. Yep. 

The SPCA’s recent tax filings 
show your dollar is invested 
wisely. Almost 90 cents out of 
every dollar goes to programs 
and program support and only 10 
cents goes to fundraising. 

If you ask me, that’s still an 
exciting fact to share with you.

Here’s the bottom line: the 
SPCA of Wake County needs your 
support more than ever before.

Will you please make a gift to-
day? It’s so obvious here, and still 
worth repeating: YOU MATTER. 

Mondy Lamb 
Director of Development 
mlamb@spcawake.org

Staff member Beth gives shelter 
dog Dallas belly rubs in a playyard 
at the SPCA Pet Adoption Center. 
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Above: In the last issue of Critter 
Chatter we shared Antoinette’s sad 
story and deep wounds on her neck. 

You 
Matter.

(Left and above)  
Scuttle when he arrived at the 
SPCA in September. 
Right: Scuttle, two months later, 
in his new home. Scuttle is now 
thriving in his new home! He is 
full of energy and follows his 
adopter everywhere. His new 
family renamed him Maslow 
(after one of the first psycholo-
gists to study what we need to 
be happy). 

AFTER

AFTER

BEFORE

BEFORE

Above: Although still healing physically, Antoinette’s 
former life of neglect is long behind her. She is a beloved 
member of her new family!

Antoinette: from abused to loved

join us online @ www.spcawake.org   3

Save a Life. Donate Now.

Your Impact
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In the News

Through mid-Nov 2016, 
YOUR support has made 
it possible for the SPCA to 
rescue an incredible 1,414 

cats and kittens! (Thank you!)
The SPCA takes in well over a thou-

sand felines each year and most follow 
a similar series of steps on the way to 
adoption into a new home. 

More often than not, the setup 
suits the cats just fine, but much like 
people, cats have their own personali-
ties and sometimes we encounter a cat 
who might not fit the traditional path 
to a new home. These particular cats 
can be difficult to place. 

However, because of your continued 
support, the SPCA of Wake County 
can operate as a no-kill animal shelter. 
And for these hard-to-place cats, this 
means SPCA staff can take the time 
and special care to find a situation that 
will work for each cat and allow for the 
best chance at a happy life. 

Bella and Harrison are two cats that 
made staff work harder to find just the 
right future living arrangements. 

Bella’s Beginnings
Bella came into the 

SPCA’s care after her owner 
became ill and could no 
longer care for the cat. 

After staff spent some 
time with her, it became 
clear that Bella had no 
desire to interact with us. Staff made 
attempts over several weeks to make 
friends, but Bella wasn’t interested. As 
far as we could tell, Bella did not care 
for us and didn’t appear to have any 
plans to change her mind.

Harrison’s Heritage
Harrison was originally surrendered 

to the Wake County Animal Center 
when his family moved out-of-state. 
We transferred him into the SPCA’s 
adoption program and it soon became 
apparent that Harrison might have 
some special future housing needs.

Our first clue was how seriously 
Harrison took his bird watching. (TV 
screens are set up in each cat room to 
help keep cats calm and entertained 

while they wait to be adopted.) 
But Harrison would watch the birds  

too intently and even jump up on the 
screen in an attempt to catch the birds 
in the video. Though he was friendly, 
he became very bored very quickly 
and the animal care staff knew he was 
under-stimulated and unhappy. 

Harrison was adopted into a home 
briefly but was returned because he 
was chasing and terrorizing the resi-
dent family dog (a 60 pound pit bull). 
That was when the staff knew Harrison 
would require a different approach.

Great Homes Are Not a 
One-Size-Fits All

For very different reasons, plac-
ing these cats through our traditional 

Working for Cats 

continued on page 5
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a cat adoption room 
at the SPCA.  

Creative Solutions for 
Challenging Cats
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It was a post on Facebook that 
saved a kitten’s life. That and a 
family absolutely determined to 
rescue a cat in danger. 

Mother of two, Julie had tried to 
catch a stray kitten in a parking lot in 
Holly Springs several times without 
any luck. The parking lot was just off 
busy Highway 55. The kitten had been 
there long enough for other shoppers 
to also leave food out for him and 
employees tried to help as well.

SPCA Director of Operations Lisa 
Kroll saw the post on a friend’s page 
and reached out to help.

“Without the right tools, it could 
take weeks to finally catch the kitten,” 
Kroll says. So she met Julie in the 
parking lot on September 30th. 
Lisa showed Julie how to set up and 
use two different traps. They never 
imagined that in just 40 minutes they 
would catch the kitten that night!

Julie’s children, Luke and Kate, 
had been helping their mom feed 
and try to catch the kitten. Now that 
the kitten was caught and safe, they 
wanted to do more. 

“Completely unprompted, my 
kids emptied their piggy banks to put 
money toward [the kitten’s] neuter 
surgery. What a wonderful lesson in 
empathy. Thank you for the happy 
ending,” Julie told the SPCA.

After evaluation, the four-month 
old kitten, named Duncan, was given 
a clean bill of health and deemed 
ready for adoption. 

He was only available for adoption 
for a few days before finding his new 
home. But it was just long enough 
for Luke and Kate to stop by to visit 
Duncan and get to know the kitten 
they helped save.

Duncan is now named Smokey 
and is living at home with a previous 
SPCA adopter who also has another 
cat and a dog. Smokey’s new owner 
says that the once-stray kitten is still 
getting used to living in a home. 

Smokey felt most comfortable first 
sleeping in the basement and to help 
build trust, his new owner also slept in 
the basement with him. The things we 
all will do for love…

Kids Give A Lesson In Empathy

Above: After a full-family effort to rescue 
the kitten from the streets, siblings Luke 
and Kate donated their savings to get 
Duncan neutered.
Below: Duncan was quickly adopted and 
now has a feline sibling of his own.

adoption program wasn’t what 
was best for them.

The solution for Bella and 
Harrison was a little bit outside 
the box. No really, we mean the 
answer was literally to be outside 
a box. Bella and Harrison were 
transferred to a partner barn cat 
rescue group in Virginia.

For Harrison, this turned out 
to be just what he needed. He’s 
now an indoor/outdoor cat at a 
horse boarding facility in Chesa-
peake. 

According to the rescue, “He is 
actually quite friendly. He comes 
and goes as he pleases and is okay 
around the other animals.”

Bella’s story has a little happy 
twist in it. Because of her previ-
ous success living in a home, the 
rescue wanted to give her one last 
chance to be an indoor cat. 

When they did, they discov-
ered she has a strong preference 
to stay away from other cats. The 
solution was a new home with 
enough space for her to avoid or 
interact as she sees fit.

At the SPCA, we are in the 
business of second chances (or 
third or fourth chances if that’s 
what it takes). The answer for 
Bella and Harrison wasn’t the 
usual one, but it was just the 
answer they each needed.

continued from page 5 — Creative Solutions for Challenging Cats

All Bella needed to thrive was some space of her own.
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On October 5th, two SPCA 
of Wake County staff 
members drove two and a 
half hours west to Con-

cord, NC where the Humane Society of 
the United States had set up a tempo-
rary shelter to care for the 105 dogs, 20 
cats and three goats rescued in a recent 
puppy mill bust in Cabarrus County.

The SPCA picked up 13 of the dogs 
and drove them back to Raleigh for a 
fresh start and a better life.

When news of a large-scale animal 
cruelty case breaks, we humans often 
think in terms of numbers. Whether 
we are rescuers, veterinarians, potential 
adopters, or simply concerned citizens, 
we want to know how many animals 
were saved, how old the animals were, 
how many have heartworm disease, how 
many need dentals, and how many went 
to each rescue. 

Unimaginable Equations
But the dogs that came from that 

puppy mill live with very different 

numbers. This dog has had x litters of 
puppies, can take x steps forward and x 
steps to the side within its cage, and has 
lived inside that cage for x years. 

After a while, it can start to seem 
like puppy mill busts are all about the 
numbers, but the people and the dogs 
are doing very different math.  

Save As Many As Possible
For the humans, puppy mill math 

is about helping as many animals as 
possible. From a rescue perspective, 
the SPCA must take into account how 
many pets our transport van can hold, 
how many open kennels will be needed 
when the dogs arrive, the potential 
medical conditions each pet may need 
treated, etc. It’s never a question of how 
much we want to help. It simply comes 
down to what we can do with the re-
sources we have.

What we need to remember is that 
these dogs know nothing about the 
calculations happening behind the 
scenes. It’s easy for us to look at the big 

picture and think about how many pets 
were rescued. Even we at the SPCA 
might feel as if we couldn’t do enough, 
but to each of the 13 dogs that came to 
Raleigh that day, it made all the differ-
ence in the world. 

Different Variables
It’s easy to forget that dogs don’t live 

in the numbers world. They live in the 
moment and are quick to forgive and 
happy to move on.

Dogs who have lived in a puppy mill 
have lived a very different life than the 

Puppy Mill Math
You didn’t change the world,  but you did change their world

You Matter

by Beth Schulman, SPCA of Wake County
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one we want for our own pets. They are 
used to cramped, dirty cages, limited 
human interaction, and none of the 
comforts of living in a home. 

We often take for granted all the 
sights and sounds that are common-
place for us, but would be brand new 
to a dog that spent his/her life in a tiny 
cage. A dishwasher turning on, door-
bells, a smoke alarm, or even the hustle 
and bustle of a family of four putting 
dinner on the table to eat – any one of 
these could be enough to frighten an 
under-socialized dog and puppy mill 
dogs have to learn about them all.

Having grown up in a cage, these 
dogs are usually completely comfort-
able taking care of business whereever 
they are when nature calls. It takes a lot 
of patience to teach a puppy mill dog 
to use the bathroom outside. Taking 
walks is usually the first step in house 
training, but even the idea of wearing a 
collar and leash probably feels strange 
to them at first. Some dogs will have a 
hard time adjusting to all the attention 
a family pet receives. Some, but not all. 

Good Math
Take Troy and Sparrow, a pair of 

poodles who were so bonded to each 
other, one would become distressed 
if the other was picked up as if to be 
taken away. 

When Troy walks, he’s hunched over, 
presumably because of an old fracture 
to his hip that healed on its own. Both 
dogs were underweight, had dirty, tan-
gled coats and needed teeth extracted 
because of dental disease – some telltale 
signs of the lack of care dogs receive in 
a puppy mill. 

After everything those 
dogs went through, you 
might expect them to be a 
little wary of people, or at 
the very least indifferent. 
But these little dogs couldn’t 
be happier than when 
someone walked into their 
room to visit. If you sat on 
the floor, you’d soon find 
two wiggling, curly apricot 
bundles in your lap. If you 
spent time outside with 

them, they ran, they spun, they had a 
good time. 

As I mentioned, dogs are quick to 
forgive and happy to move on.

Troy, 6 years, and Sparrow, 10 years, 
(pictured above left) found a new 
home together and are learning all 
about what life should be like. 

Their idea of numbers is very dif-
ferent from ours, so they don’t know 
how many pets were rescued that day 
or how many have come to the SPCA 
this year. If they think about numbers 
at all, their arithmetic is probably a lot 
more fun now than it was before. 

They know there are two of them, 
because staying together was very 
important. They probably know how 
many dog beds are in their new house 
and how many walks they take each 
day. Maybe they’re counting how many 
rooms they have to explore. 
 
 Tennis Ball + Yard = Bliss 

Another rescued dog doing some 
new math is Godiva (right), 66 pounds 
of bouncy chocolate lab. Godiva has a 
lot going on right now. First, she has 
been put on a diet. For Godiva, neglect 
meant too much food. 

The extra weight is hard on her 
joints as well as her heart. Unfortu-
nately, Godiva has heartworm disease, 
so she can’t afford any added stress on 
her heart. Godiva also has a condi-
tion called cherry eye, where her third 
eyelid protrudes from her left eye. Even 
with all of that, Godiva isn’t grumpy. 

She acts as if everyone is her new 
best friend. Just like Troy and Sparrow, 
Godiva can’t tell you how many pets 

were rescued. All she can tell you is 
she has the space now to chase a tennis 
ball. Godiva doesn’t even know that the 
best is yet to come, once she’s healthy 
and finds a loving home. 

Godiva isn’t thinking that far ahead. 
She’s just thinking about how great life 
is right here, right now.

Calculating What Really Counts
Everyone wants to rescue more ani-

mals and it can be hard to accept there 
is a limit to how far one can stretch 
limited resources. Troy, Sparrow, and 
Godiva are reminders that anything 
you can do makes a difference. 

Accepting a large group of pets with 
unknown medical concerns is daunt-
ing. Incredible community support is 
what allows us to take such a road trip 
to save pets in need. It means we are 
equipped to handle dentals, spay/neu-
ter surgeries, heartworms, and anything 
else these dogs need. 

Remember what we learned from 
Troy, Sparrow, and Godiva: what you 
can do makes a difference, even if it 
doesn’t feel like enough. 

Editor’s Note: Through mid-Nov 2016, YOUR 
support has made it possible for the SPCA to 
rescue 1,490 dogs and puppies! (Thank you!)
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A Rescue To Warm Your Heart
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It was late on a recent Wednesday 
when a good Samaritan made a 
shocking discovery in a parking 
lot. A small abandoned pet carrier 

contained six small dogs, all in danger-
ously poor health.

The good Sam took the carrier with 
all six dogs to nearest animal shelter in 
Johnston County for help. 

It was obvious the dogs had gone 
without care for some time and needed 
urgent medical attention.

The SPCA of Wake County partners 
with the Johnston County Animal 
Shelter to help take in animals when 
they are full and when pets need extra 
help. This was an emergency and staff 
at the Johnston County shelter quickly 
contacted the SPCA.

When Susannah, Josephine, Mae 
Beth, Dixon, Ada, and Emmet arrived 

at the SPCA’s Holding Center, staff 
jumped into action. 

They divided the dogs into two 
groups for quick assessments and care. 
They were heavily matted and covered 
in large mounds of fleas. A bath was the 
first order of business.

One by one the dogs were bathed, 
dried and brought back to a clean ken-
nel. Within 30 minutes the dogs were 
feeling much better and were ready for 
medical exams. The exams had similar 
findings – severe matting, skin infec-
tions, and dental disease. Medical staff 
made sure the dogs received much-
needed care.  Each dog received antibi-
otics, three vaccines, a heartworm test, 
heartworm prevention, a de-wormer, 
and treatment to help with the fleas and 
the irritated skin they left behind. 

These small new additions had pain-

ful dental disease that needed more 
medical resources than the SPCA could 
provide in-house.

If dental disease goes on too long or 
becomes too severe, it can destroy bone, 
weakening a dog’s jaw and compromise 
a dog’s immune system and vital organs. 
The next step was to 
make arrangements 
with our trusted 
veterinary partner 
CareFirst Animal 
Hospital for the dogs 
to have dental clean-
ings and surgery.

At the SPCA, the 
long, tedious process 
of clipping out the 
mats and tangles 
began. What couldn’t 
be removed that way 

When a good Samaritan stumbles on a horrifying discovery in a remote parking lot, your 
support makes it possible for the SPCA and a whole team of people to jump into action. 

It Takes 
A Village

Josephine patiently waits her turn for a bath.

Dixon gets a much-needed bath. 
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would be shaved when the dogs were under anesthesia for surgery. 
Many dogs needed extractions to remove injured or rotting teeth. 
After the surgeries, three of the dogs had no teeth and the others 
had just a few remaining because there were so few healthy teeth 
that could be saved.

As they were ready, the dogs made their way to the SPCA Pet 
Adoption Center, the last stop on the journey to a better life. 
Adoption counselors spoke to interested adopters about the dogs’ 
histories and personalities to determine if one might be do well in 
their home. As of November, four of the dogs are in loving homes. 

Two are still waiting to be healthy enough to be neutered, but 
soon they too will take a trip to the Adoption Center. In just a few 
weeks, each dog transformed from a matted, neglected mess to a 
comfortable, happy dog ready for a fresh start.

 
Rescue Work is Teamwork

When doing rescue work, it’s not uncommon to feel over-
whelmed from time to time. There is a continual stream of ani-
mals that need help.

The good news for the SPCA is that none of us have to do it 
alone. The SPCA has two buildings, each with an amazing team. 
Both work together toward the same goal in an animal’s journey 
from neglected to new best friend, abandoned to unconditional 
love, or lost to found.

More good news for the homeless pets is the SPCA partnership 
with CareFirst Animal Hospital to provide extra and often urgent 
medical care to save lives. The original call for help came through 
our partnership with the Johnston County Animal Shelter, whose 
caring staff works hard to get animals to safety. And what if the 
good Samaritan hadn’t stopped to look inside the out-of-place 
crate in the empty parking lot? 

And finally it’s SPCA donors who make all of this possible. The 
SPCA is completely funded by a community who cares and values 
our work to protect animals. 

The ending is a happy one for these little dogs, but they don’t 
realize the dedication it took from the whole community to make 
it happen. The arrival of six small dogs in need illustrated the 
impact we can have when everyone comes together. 

The African proverb says “it takes a village to raise a child.” At 
the SPCA we know it also takes a village to save a pet.

Susannah was matted from head to toe.Josephine patiently waits her turn for a bath.

These rescued pups are just one 
dental procedure away from smiling 
at their sudden reversal of fortune...

Above: Although some of the dogs left the SPCA with 
no teeth, poor Emmett had no teeth when he arrived.

Dixon gets a much-needed bath. 

Despite all she had been through, Ada was very 
eager to say hello.

Above: Mae Beth’s front legs were encased in mats. 
Even after the mats were clipped away, her skin was 
inflamed and irritated.



continued on page 13

SPCA Social Scene
The SPCA has been out and about. Thank you to all our community partners!

The 16th annual Down By The Tracks 
dog-friendly block party pulled 
in a large crowd on October 30 
at Seaboard Station in downtown 
Raleigh. Pets enjoyed dog washes and 
treats while the humans enjoyed food 
trucks, adult beverages and a silent 
auction. Families also participated in 
two pet costume contests.
A “Chick-fil-a cow” and the Pacman 
Family took the top prize. Thanks to 
the Shops at Seaboard Station for 
hosting this event year after year as a 
benefit for the SPCA animals.

DOWN BY THE TRACKS

Photos courtesy of InBetween the Blinks Photography

HAPPY YAPPY HOUR

PET PICS WITH ST. NICK

Pet parents made sure their furry family 
members were on the “nice” list and 
could tell Santa just want they wanted 
in their stockings during the annual Pet 
Pics with St. Nick. McCormick and Moore 
Photography hosted families at the 
SPCA the weekend of November 11-13th 
for special holiday portraits and donated 
part of the proceeds to save the lives of 
homeless animals.
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Pets help reduce stress and anxiety so we took two puppies to the polls to help ease 
the wait of long voting lines.  No matter what side of the paw-litical aisle you’re on, 
it seems pretty clear that everybody can unite over cute puppies! Cedar and Juniper 
enjoyed lots of snuggles at the Dillard Drive Elementary School polling station.

PUPPIES AT THE POLLS

HAPPY YAPPY HOUR
People enjoyed meeting our 
adoptable animals once a 
month during the summer at 
Taziki’s Mediterranean Cafe 
at Waverly Place in Cary. Dog 
owners were invited to also 
bring their pups to enjoy the 
summer patio party series. It 
was a great way for people 
and pets to socialize. We look 
forward to next summer.

The staff at Gover and Gover Dentistry thought the last 
appointments of the day were blocked out for an insurance 
meeting. They had no idea their boss had won an SPCA 
puppy party at the SPCA’s Fur Ball Gala in October. 
Employees entered the lobby expecting a staff meeting 
and instead found six playful puppies waiting for attention.

A SURPRISE PUPPY PARTY

Photos courtesy of InBetween the Blinks Photography

PERSONIFY GOLF TOURNAMENT

MARK YOUR 2017 CALENDAR

Thank you to Personify for raising 
$3,600 to help homeless pets like 
Carter (above) the puppy who needed 
special medicine to treat bladder 
stones while in foster care. The 
company held a special benefit golf 
tournament in October.

Jan. 1 – Make your New Year’s 
resolution to help “move the world.” 
SIGN-UP at www.spcawake.org/walk
Jan. 8 – Hot Chocolate Run & Doggy Dash
Jan. 14 - Cyclebar Brier Creek Fundraiser
Jan. 15 - SPCA Pet Loss Support Group
Feb. 14 - SPCA Bark & Wine with Your Valentine
April 29 - SPCA Dog Walk & Woofstock

For more out and about events and 
details visit spcawake.org/events

join us online @ www.spcawake.org   11
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Thank You Sponsors
With tremendous gratitude for your ongoing support! 

Exceptional care 
and compassion for 
pets and the people 
who love them.

11010 Lake Grove Blvd. Suite 104 Morrisville, NC 27560
Less than 15 minutes from Cary, Apex, RTP,  the Streets at Southpoint, 

and the NC State Fairgrounds

Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:30pm | Sat 8am-12pm

Contact Us: 919-462-1212  
www.graceparkanimalhospital.com



SPCA Fur Ball

Margarets Manor
eclectic elegance and design
1910 Bernard Street, Raleigh, NC 27608

Carmen Ritz

Danny & Hilda Wilson 
Linda & Bob Lee
Geeta Bhat DDS, PA
Art & Kathie Raymond
Robert & Dana Guzzo
Tom & Carolyn Maddox
Custom Communications
Robert P. Holding Foundation
Laura Kneavel & Mike Worsham
Laser Eye Center of Carolina
Perkins, Lund, Collar & Associates, PLLC

Linda & Joe Mims
Susan & Randall Ward
Martha Marcom
Friend of the Animals
Jones Insurance
Johnson Subaru of Cary
Susan & Dale Oller

Below: The evening’s spectacular 
entertainment was rivaled only by the food. 
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Gather 400 animal enthu-
siasts in one room and 
incredible things can 
happen. That is just what 

transpired at the 21st annual Fur Ball 
Gala on the night of October 2, 2016. 

This year’s event featured a brand 
new venue, the Pavilion at the Angus 
Barn, and it was a night to remember. 
Guests enjoyed gourmet food, great 
company, and unique entertainment, 
all of course for a very good cause.  

Behind the scenes, Iron Chef Walter 
Royal himself was hard at work in the 
kitchen preparing meals while guests 
browsed the 150+ silent auction items, 
featuring everything from weekend 
getaways and sporting event tickets 
to paintings and gift baskets for your 
favorite canine. 

Supporters of the SPCA of Wake 
County do wonderful things year-
round, but on this particular night, this 
room of animal lovers raised more than 

$260,000 to help animals in need in 
North Carolina. To our sponsors and 
attendees, we thank you. That night 
you agreed to be the guardians and 
knights in shining armor for the ani-
mals we are now able to take in because 
of your generosity and good will. 

Save the date: Be sure to join us on 
Saturday, October 7, 2017 for next 
year’s Fur Ball proudly hosted again at 
the Pavilion at the Angus Barn.

Fur Ball 2016 was both meaningful and a smashing success! Thank you to attendees, sponsors and guests.

Photos courtesy of McCormick & Moore Photography

Thank You 2016 Fur Ball Sponsors!
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The SPCA of Wake County has 
looked for new ways to reduce 
the length of stay of animals in 

our care the last few years.
As a whole, the SPCA is comprised 

of two buildings with one mission, 
and both buildings are making 
changes to decrease the amount of 
time an animal stays with us and 
consequently, increase the number of 
animals we can take in. 

One of these changes is a first in 
our history! The SPCA Pet Adoption 
Center is now open seven days a week.

Since the SPCA of Wake County 
was founded in 1967, we we’ve been 
open to the public six days a week. 
The one-day break allowed time for 
intense cleaning and benefitted staffing 
at the time. Director of Adoptions Kim 
Flowers saw an opportunity this fall 
to make a change and our Executive 
Director Kim Janzen agreed.  

“We want to make it as easy as 
possible for people to adopt and being 
open seven days a week allows us to do 

that,” Janzen says. “It also helps with 
our goal of decreasing the length of 
stay of the animals waiting for homes.”

“A shorter stay here leads to less 
stress and illness for the animals. It also 
means we can keep our flow of animals 
moving right along,” added Flowers.

The change also benefits our hard-
working adoption staff by allowing 
them two days off in a row each week 
and one weekend off every other 
month. Having a well-rested and 
recharged team makes our animal 
care services that much stronger. The 
change is also possible without any 
additional costs to the budget.

In addition, with more convenient 
hours, the public also has more time 
to take advantage of the Retail Store 
inside the Pet Adoption Center to pick 
up supplies they need to care for their 
animals on an on-going basis. The 
Retail Store offers leashes, collars, pet 
beds, crates and toys and all proceeds 
directly support saving more lives at 
the SPCA.

Changes are also taking place at the 
SPCA’s Holding Center to help pets 
get adopted faster. This new initiative, 
launched in November, makes available 
dogs, cats and rabbits appear on the 
SPCA website sooner than ever before. 
In fact, some pets will now appear on 
the list of adoptable animals before they 
even arrive at the Pet Adoption Center.

This means an interested adopter 
can begin the adoption process while 
staff transports the pet to the adoption 
center, decreasing the time the pet will 
be on the adoption floor and helping 
save more lives.

Come Visit

A first in SPCA history will reduce the time pets spend in shelter

Times Are Changing
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Gift Ideas for Every Budget

With the holiday season well underway, no doubt much of the necessary 
shopping has already been done, but perhaps you’re running behind or you have 
that one friend who is impossible to shop for. We’d like to propose an alternative 
to the go-to mug with hot chocolate mix or the no-thinking-required gift card. 
This year, support the SPCA of Wake County and save a pet in someone’s honor 
with SPCA holiday cards and sponsorship packages!

Holiday shopping has never been easier! You can purchase online or in person 
at the SPCA Pet Adoption Center. The SPCA can even mail them for you! Simply 
pick the pet you’d like to sponsor (puppy, kitten, rabbit, senior dog, senior cat, 
dog family, or cat family). With each package you’ll receive an SPCA holiday 
acknowledgement card and envelope, a 3”x3” acknowledgement ornament, and 
sponsorship story for the featured pet.
You and your friend can feel warm and fuzzy for helping local animals in the 
community, plus your friend will be touched that you wanted to do something 
meaningful in his/her name. This sort of gift is like drinking hot chocolate after 
standing outside in the snow – it warms you from the inside out.

Pet Sponsorship Packages

Don’t forget about the 2017 SPCA 
calendar. Each month features a 
different pet rescued by the SPCA 
of Wake County, so your loved 
ones can look forward to adorable 
photos for the year to come.

2017 Calendars
Your shopping is not complete 
without some SPCA holiday cards. 
We recommend sending them to 
everyone you know! It’s the cutest 
way you’ll find to keep in touch 
during the holidays!

Holiday Cards

SPCA Holiday Shop
http://spcawake.org/gift

Tree of Life Leaf
The SPCA’s Tree of Life was 
created from the remnants of a 
decommissioned animal control gas 
chamber. Honor a friend, recognize 
a business, or remember a beloved 
pet with an engraved leaf.



GET INVOLVED TODAY! REGISTER AT:  WWW.SPCAWAKE.ORG/WALK 

The SPCA of Wake County was founded in 
Raleigh, NC in 1967 by a small group of concerned 
citizens who believed the world could be made a 
little better if we could provide better treatment 
and protection for our community’s animals.

In the 50 years since, SPCA volunteers, 
supporters and advocates have indeed changed 
this community for the better. YOU have made 
the world better in small ways and in profoundly 
large ways that impact people and animals.

Join us throughout 2017 as we celebrate 50 
years and helping over 300,000 animals! And the 
best part? With your continued partnership, are just 
getting started!

Please join us for a very special benefit Dog 
Walk & Woofstock on Saturday, April 29, 2017 as 
we celebrate 50 years of saving lives.

Gather as many people as you can for this 
meaningful day to come together and make your 
voice heard for the animals.

Good Things Happen When Animal People Come Together!

“To move the world, we must first move ourselves.” 
– Socrates
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And make YOUR voice heard for the animals in North Carolina. 

DO
G WALK& WOOFSTOCK

CELEBRATING

JO
IN

 US


